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AIDS  actions 
coast  to  coast 

A  national  network ,  galvanized  by  the  March 
on  Washington ,  prepares  for  nine  days  of 
acting  up 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  With  plans  that  in¬ 
clude  unfurling  the  “Silence  =  Death”  ban¬ 
ner  at  a  New  York  Mets  game  to  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  at  the  Mexican  border  in  California, 
AIDS  activists  from  around  the  country  are 
gearing  up  for  an  unprecedented  nine  days 
of  simultaneous  protests  April  29  to  May  7. 

Coordinated  by  ACT  NOW  (AIDS  Coali¬ 
tion  to  Network,  Organize  and  Win)  in  San 
Francisco,  the  National  Spring  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tions  focus  on  many  aspects  of  the  disease. 
Themes  for  each  day’s  events  includes: 
homophobia,  care  for  PWAs,  AIDS  in 
minority  communities,  AIDS  on  campus, 
AIDS  in  prison,  AIDS  and  women,  and 
AIDS  as  a  world-wide  crisis.  The  nine  days 
of  actions  culminate  with  massive  marches 
on  state  capitals  across  the  country. 

Sit-ins,  die-ins,  candlelight  vigils,  mar¬ 
ches,  civil  disobedience,  petitions,  forums, 


teach-ins  and  guerilla  theater  are  among  the 
events  planned  by  local  groups.  Organizers 
hope  to  maximize  local  involvement  and  na¬ 
tional  media  attention  through  the  coor¬ 
dinated  events. 

“In  little  over  one  year,  AIDS  activism 
thrives  from  coast  to  coast,  demanding  a 
response  to  the  disease.  It’s  absolutely  in¬ 
credible,”  said  Michael  Miles  of  ACT 
UP/NY. 

ACT  NOW  and  the  Spring  AIDS  Actions 
grew  out  of  a  meeting  of  AIDS  activists  en¬ 
titled  “Agitate,  Educate  and  Organize”  on 
October  12  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the  day 
after  last  year’s  National  Lesbian  and  Gay 
March  on  Washington.  ACT  NOW 
demands  include:  funding  for  culturally  sen¬ 
sitive,  local  and  worldwide  educational  pro¬ 
grams;  coordinated  research;  a  national 

Continued  on  page  6 


Male  student  slams 
women’s  studies  course 

Media  campaign  by  Peter  Schaub  denounces  lesbianism 
and  “political  content  ” 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

SEATTLE  —  A  male  student  who  was 
kicked  out  of  a  women’s  studies  survey 
course  at  the  University  of  Washington  has 
launched  a  public  campaign  against  the 
course.  Peter  Schaub,  a  college  senior  and 
business  major,  has  claimed  that  the  course, 
Women’s  Studies  200,  contained  political 
proselytizing,  pro-socialist  views,  anti-male 


JE  br 


University  of  Washington  student  Peter  Schaub: 
“(The  instructors)  ardently  boast  of  lesbianism  and 
deliver  shallow  sermons  on  socialism  while  making 
hate-breeding  statements  about  men." 


sentiment,  and  support  of  lesbianism.  While 
student  activists  have  denounced  Schaub ’s 
actions  as  homophobic  and  misogynist, 
faculty  members  are  under  an  administra¬ 
tion-imposed  gag  order.  The  state 
legislature  has  also  held  hearings  to  in¬ 
vestigate  Schaub’s  claims. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  New  York 
Times,  Schaub  repeatedly  asked  questions 
in  class  which  challenged  the  course  content 
and  the  views  of  the  two  instructors,  Donna 
Langston  and  Dana  Michele.  Michele,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Times,  resigned  from  her 
teaching  position  after  the  course  ended. 

According  to  a  source  familiar  with  the 
case,  problems  between  Schaub  and  the  in¬ 
structors  of  the  course  started  soon  after  the 
course  began  in  January.  By  mid-January, 
instructors  reported  the  presence  of  a 
disruptive  student  to  their  supervisor  and 
eventually  to  the  appropriate  deans.  After 
keeping  files  on  Schaub’s  behavior  and 
meeting  with  him  and  the  university’s  om¬ 
budsperson,  university  administrators  and 
the  instructors  agreed  that  further  class 
disruption  should  result  in  Schaub’s  being 
banned  from  the  class.  After  another 
disruptive  incident,  Schaub  was  banned 
after  having  attended  only  six  weeks  of  the 
ten-week  quarter.  Schaub  brought  com¬ 
plaints  about  his  treatment  to  Assistant 
Dean  James  Nason  who  reinstated  Schaub 
by  awarding  him  a  passing  grade  in  the 
course  and  instructing  him  not  to  attend  fur- 

Continuedon  page  6 


IN  THIS  WEEK’S 
CENTERSPREAD 

SAFER 

SEX 

INFO 

FOR  ALL  OF  US 


PLUS:  ANOTHER  TRUE  LIFE 

SAFER  SEX  STORY 


Achtenberg  loses  Calif. 
Assembly  seat  bid 

Low  voter  turnout  and  non-confrontational  campaign  by 
well-connected  political  veteran  John  Burton  squelch  lesbian 
lawyer's  first  try  for  elected  office 


By  Miranda  Kolbe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  With  less  than  one 
third  of  the  voters  turning  out  to  cast  their 
ballots  in  an  April  12  special  election,  les¬ 
bian  attorney  and  political  newcomer  Rober¬ 
ta  Achtenberg  lost  the  race  for  California’s 
16th  Assembly  district  seat  to  her  opponent, 
John  Burton.  The  seat  had  been  open  since 
Art  Agnos  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  in 
December  of  last  year. 

Burton  garnered  52  percent  of  the  vote  to 
Achtenberg’s  36  percent. 

Achtenberg  campaigners  attribute  her 
loss  to  the  relatively  short  duration  of  the 
race,  Burton  endorsements  by  three  of  the 
major  women  office  holders  in  the  area,  and 
burn-out  in  San  Francisco’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community. 

Burton’s  successful  strategy  of  ignoring 
Achtenberg’s  challenges  throughout  the 
campaign  was  likely  another  factor.  “Bur¬ 
ton  consistently  refused  to  enter  into  debate 
with  Roberta,”  despite  her  repeated  requests 
for  him  to  do  so,  said  Achtenberg  campaign 
worker  Alane  Freund.  When  asked  how  he 
and  Achtenberg  differed  in  their  political 
stances,  Burton’s  customary  reply  was, 
“The  only  real  difference  between  Roberta 
and  me  is  that  I  have  political  experience, 
and  she  doesn’t.”  His  nonchalance  was 
evidenced  by  a  statement  he  made  several 
weeks  before  the  election:  “My  polls  are 
telling  me  the  real  race  isn’t  for  first  between 
me  and  Roberta.  It’s  for  second  place  bet¬ 
ween  Roberta  and  Max  Woods,  the 
Republican.”  (Woods  received  only  4  per¬ 
cent  of  the  vote.) 

Burton  had  reason  to  believe  a  risk-free 
campaign  would  stand  him  well.  He  enjoys 
tremendous  name  recognition  since  the  Bur¬ 
ton  family  has  played  a  role  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Democratic  politics  for  nearly  30 
years.  Burton  himself  is  a  former  member  of 
Congress  as  were  his  brother  Phil  Burton 


and  sister-in-law  Sala  Burton.  Burton  also 
garnered  endorsements  from  key  party 
members  such  as  California’s  Speaker  of  the 
House  Willie  Brown.  For  Achtenberg, 
however,  Burton’s  refusal  to  delineate  his 
stances  on  the  issues  proved  a  major  frustra¬ 
tion. 

“I  thought  the  race  would  provide  a  bet¬ 
ter  forum  for  discussion  of  ideas....  It’s 
been  devoid  of  political  and  intellectual  con¬ 
tent,”  Achtenberg  said  in  an  interview  with 
the  San  Francisco  Sentinel. 

Consequently,  toward  the  end  of  the  race 
Achtenberg  began  focusing  more  sharply  on 
Burton’s  record,  accusing  Burton  of  missing 
1,000  key  congressional  votes  between  1977 
and  1982  and  missing  70  percent  of  the  votes 

“If  the  principal  female 
politicians  are  going  to 
support  a  male  candidate 
over  a  lesbian,  then  it's 
difficult  to  convince  straight 
women  to  support 
[Achtenberg],  ” 

during  his  last  year  in  office.  Achtenberg 
said  in  a  speech  she  gave  to  the  Press  Club, 
“Nationally  syndicated  columnist  Jack 
Anderson  had  it  right  when  he  named  John 
Burton  as  one  of  the  six  least  effective 
members  of  Congress.” 

Burton  defended  himself  by  stating  that 
his  cocaine  and  alcohol  abuse  during  that 
time  affected  his  capacity  to  perform  the  job 
well,  but  that  he  has  been  clean  and  sober 
for  five  years. 

Achtenberg  received  some  criticism  for 
her  attack  on  Burton’s  absenteeism  from 
Continued  on  page  3 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 


“Then  I  went  to  Los  Angeles  for  a  screen 
test,  and  asked  the  casting  director  if  I 
should  have  a  chance  at  the  part  if  I  were 
known  to  be  gay.  She  said  “Why  not?”  and 
I  said  “What  if  the  director  knew?”  and  she 
said,  “So  what?  He’s  gay  —  and  so  is  his 
wife.”  That  was  when  I  knew  that  I  would 
have  no  more  of  this  hypocrisy.” 

—  Shakespearean  actor  Ian 
McKellen  explaining  why  he  felt  it  was  so 
important  to  come  out  to  the  audience  at  the 
prestigious  Elliott  Norton  A  ward  Ceremony 
sponsored  by  the  League  of  Boston 
Theaters.  McKellen  has  also  done  fundrais¬ 
ing  for  a  London-based  AIDS  hospice  and 
has  actively  worked  against  Clause  29,  a 
British  legislation  which  forbids  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality  or  funding  of  pro¬ 
jects  which  promote  homosexuality.  □ 


Tennesee  printers 
won't  take  a  Dare 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Dare,  the  first 
lesbian/gay  newspaper  in  Middle  Ten¬ 
nessee,  ran  into  snafus  during  its  second 
week  of  publication  when  three  local 
printers  refused  to  print  the  paper.  Mid- 
South  Press,  which  printed  the  weekly’s 
premiere  issue  in  late  March,  was  allegedly 
“too  busy”  to  publish  another,  according  to 
a  Dare  editorial.  Two  other  companies  also 
declined  Dare’s  business.  Finally  —  with 
press  time  fast  approaching  —  a  small  town 
daily,  the  Lebanon  Democrat,  agreed  to 
print  the  paper. 

Stuart  Bivin,  Dare’s  editor,  told  the 
Nashville  Banner,  “We  called  all  over  town 
and  finally  ended  up  at  the  Democrat.  It’s 
kind  of  ironic  that  Nashville  is  a  printing 
and  publishing  capital  but  we  had  to  go  30 
miles  east  to  Lebanon  to  get  printed.  At 
least  they  believe  strongly  in  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights.” 

Problems  aside,  Dare's  early  efforts  have 
received  wide  community  and  advertising 
support.  The  newspaper,  produced  by 
volunteers  and  distributed  free,  is  being  financ¬ 
ed  almost  entirely  by  ad  sales  and  expects  to 
break  even  within  a  month.  The  handsome 
publication  which  sports  a  pink  triangle  in 
its  masthead  may  soon  expand  beyond  eight 
pages.  According  to  Bivin,  Dare  hopes  to 
serve  as  a  resource  for  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  to  offer  news,  features  and  opinion 
pages.  Dare  may  be  contacted  at  Box  40422, 
Nashville,  TN,  37204-0422;  (615)  292-9623. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 


LA  supervisors  issue 
bathhouse  regs 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  approved  new  regulations 
which  may  lead  to  the  closure  of  about  a 
dozen  LA  bathhouses.  According  to  Up¬ 
date,  the  regulations  prohibit  any  kind  of 
sexual  activity  in  the  baths  “that  is  anal  or 
vaginal,  but  not  necessarily  the  merely 
masturbatory.” 

This  move  was  met  with  the  usual  dis¬ 
agreement  about  whether  closing  bath¬ 
houses  eliminates  a  major  locus  for  the 
spread  of  HIV,  or  whether  it  simply  drives 
sexual  activity  underground,  making  it  more 
difficult  to  educate  people  about  AIDS. 

The  regulations  cover  any  commercial 
establishment  which  charges  admission  and 
offers  the  use  of  a  swimming  pool,  steam 


room,  communal  bath,  and  movies  or 
videos  —  but  hotels  and  motels  are 
specifically  exempt.  Baths  will  be  monitored 
by  undercover  investigators,  and  arrests  will 
be  a  basis  for  closing  a  facility.  Two  years 
ago  a  previous  effort  to  close  four  baths 
directly  was  voided  by  the  courts. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

The  agony  of 
‘victory* 

WASHINGTON  —  Rev.  Timothy  Healy, 
president  of  Georgetown  University,  recent¬ 
ly  sent  a  letter  to  faculty  and  alumni  pro¬ 
claiming  victory  in  the  university’s  eight- 
year  legal  battle  with  gay  and  lesbian  student 
groups  on  campus.  In  a  court  ordered  settle¬ 
ment,  the  university  was  forced  to  pay  the 
student  groups’  legal  costs  and  to  provide 
the  two  groups  involved  in  the  suit  full  ac¬ 
cess  to  university  financing,  facilities  and 
services.  However,  the  court  ruling  upheld 
the  university’s  right  to  refuse  to  recognize 
the  groups  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  have 
violated  Catholic  doctrine  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  immoral. 

According  to  the  Chronicle  of  Higher 
Education,  Healy’s  letter  claims  that  the 
university  achieved  all  of  its  major  goals:  it 
was  not  forced  to  provide  university  funding 
for  religious  services  for  the  gay  groups;  the 
university  will  not  be  used  as  a  “staging 
ground”  for  gay  community  activities;  the 
university  avoided  any  “direct  advocacy  of 
homosexual  acts”;  and  the  university  was 
able  to  prevent  any  use  of  its  name  in  a  way 
which  might  imply  that  it  considers 
homosexuality  “morally  neutral.”  What 
the  letter  failed  to  mention  was  the  huge 
financial  cost  for  the  “moral  victory.”  The 
university  has  been  ordered  to  pay  court 
costs  and  legal  fees  for  the  student  groups, 
which,  when  added  to  its  own  legal  costs, 
brings  the  tab  to  $750,000.  In  addition,  the 
university’s  stand  violated  the  District  of 
Columbia’s  anti-discrimination  law,  render¬ 
ing  the  university  ineligible  for  taz-exempt 
bonds.  Lost  bond  revenues  will  cost  the 
university  between  $30  and  $50  million  over 
the  next  30  years. 

□  Nancy  De  Luca 


Variety  show  to 
benefit  PWAs 


SOMERVILLE,  Mass.  —  The  Somerville 
Committee  for  a  Response  to  AIDS  will 
hold  its  second  annual  fundraiser  on  May  16 
to  benefit  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  to 
support  of  community  education.  The 
variety  show  called  “A  Time  to  Care”  is 
planned  for  Monday  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the 
Boston  Baked  Theater  Company,  255  Elm 
Street  in  Davis  Square,  Somerville  (near 
Boston).  Featured  entertainers  include 
singer  Ellie  Boswell,  bongo  players  Lorraine 
Lee  and  Bennett  Hammond,  master  of 
ceremonies  Lenny  Grandchamp  and  others. 

The  fundraiser  has  received  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  numerous  Somerville  organizations 
and  the  support  of  Mayor  Gene  Brune,  who 
is  serving  as  honorary  chair  of  the  event.  For 
ticket  information  or  to  volunteer  with 
Somerville  Committee  for  a  Response  to 
AIDS,  call  666-5299. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

New  Mexico  group 
gets  the  word  out 

ALBQUERQUE  —  Common  Bond,  a 


PAGE  2  □  APRIL  24-MAY  7,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


lesbian  and  gay  organization  here,  has 
reasserted  the  power  of  the  written  word. 
GLUE  (Gays  and  Lesbians  for  Understand¬ 
ing  and  Education),  the  group’s  committee, 
has  produced  the  following: 

•  stickers  saying  “You  are  not  alone” 
which  also  list  the  number  of  the  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Hotline  —  for  the  hit-and-run  gay  graf- 
fitti  activist; 

•business  cards  printed  with  “Congratula¬ 
tions.  You  have  just  been  helped  by  a  gay 
person.”  —  to  be  given  out  whenever  some¬ 
one  has  reason  to  be  grateful  to  you; 

•and  a  book  list  to  help  non-gay  people  in 
their  efforts  to  understand  gay  identity  and 
experience. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Nice  Jewish  girls 

BOSTON  —  A  Jewish  lesbian  group  is 
currently  forming  for  ongoing  discussion, 
support,  food  and  fun.  The  new  group  will 
focus  on  politics,  cultural  identity,  holiday 
celebrations  and  more.  For  information  or 
to  join  the  group,  call  Tovah  at  864-5257,  or 
Susan  at  364-9172. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Fairies  can’t  dance 
in  the  Magic 
Kingdom 

ANAHEIM,  CA  —  All  is  not  right  in  the 
land  of  fantasy,  when  even  a  successful 
lawsuit  doesn’t  prevent  security  guards  from 
stopping  same  sex  couples  from  dancing 
together. 

In  1984  Disneyland  was  found  to  be  in 
violation  of  California’s  Unruh  Civil  Rights 
Act,  which  prohibits  arbitrary  discrimina¬ 
tion  by  businesses  on  the  basis  of  sexual 


orientation.  In  that  case,  Andrew  Ross  Ex- 
ler  brought  suit  after  being  thrown  off  the 
dance  floor  for  dancing  with  another  man. 
A  mere  four  years  later,  reports  Update,  the 
amusement  park  is  up  to  the  same  old 
games. 

Some  forty  students  dancing  during  an 
outing  for  gay  and  lesbian  university  groups 
noticed  that  security  guards  were  surroun¬ 
ding  them.  When  a  slow  dance  started  they 
were  told  they  could  not  dance  together. 
Christopher  Drake,  Eric  Hubert,  and  Jef¬ 
frey  Stabile  have  filed  a  lawsuit. 

This  time,  “the  suit  asks  for  punitive 
damages  from  Disneyland  because  of  its  bla¬ 
tant  disregard”  of  the  earlier  ruling,  accor¬ 
ding  to  attorney  Leroy  Walker. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 
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If  You’ve  Had 
Enough 

of  hiding  your  drinking. .  .of 
feeling  hung  over. .  .of  making 
excuses. .  of  feeling  guilty. . . 
of  breaking  promises  to  your¬ 
self  and  others. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


■■■■■■■■ 

OAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

’Family  Law 
’Real  Estate  Transfers 
’Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
’Discrimination 
’Unemployment 
’Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


Chicago  holds  first  lesbian 
wellness  conference 

Event  dram  over  300  Midwesterners 


Pro-gay 
educational 
booklet 
draws  fire 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

DOVER,  N.H.  —  A  sex  education 
booklet  produced  by  a  county  family  plan¬ 
ning  clinic  is  under  threat  of  censorship  from 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  (HHS).  According  to  a  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  publication,  Foster’s  Daily  Democrat, 
the  HHS  has  been  instructed  by  the  U.S. 
Population  Affairs  office  to  block  further 
distribution  of  “Mutual  Caring,  Mutual 
Sharing,”  a  booklet  designed  to  assist 
secondary  school  teachers.  Though  HHS 
cited  violations  of  Title  10  guidelines  as  the 
reason  for  attempting  to  bar  the  manual, 
producers  of  the  booklet  said  they  suspect 
the  HHS  objects  to  its  positive  presentation 
of  same-sex  relationships. 

The  publication  —  produced  by  the  Straf¬ 
ford  County  Prenatal  and  Family  Planning 
Program  of  Strafford  County,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  (The  Clinic)  —  is  only  used  in  classes 
where  participation  is  voluntary  and 
students’  parents  have  granted  written  per¬ 
mission.  The  curriculum  was  developed  as 
one  part  of  a  three-year  demonstration  pro¬ 
ject  funded  by  federal  Title  10  Special  In¬ 
itiative  monies.  The  HHS  has  alleged  the 
following  Title  10  violations:  The  Clinic  did 
not  properly  follow  the  review  process  when 
writing  the  curriculum;  the  curriculum  does 
not  encourage  family  participation  in  family 
planning  decisions;  and  the  curriculum  con¬ 
tains  factual  inaccuracies  and  inappropriate 
emphasis  in  material. 

Chuck  Rhoades,  executive  director  of 
The  Clinic,  stated  the  project  in  no  way 
violates  Title  10  regulations  and  that  the 
contents  of  the  booklet  are  soundly  based 
on  factual  information  and  research. 
“Mutual  Caring,  Mutual  Sharing”  has  been 

Harold 

Pickett 

New  York  gay  publisher  and 
GCN  contributor,  dies  of 
AIDS 

By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  Harold  E.  Pickett,  pub¬ 
lisher  of  The  New  York  City  News,  died 
March  31,  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  from 
complications  of  AIDS.  He  was  41  and  a 
resident  of  Manhattan. 

Pickett  was  known  as  a  gay  activist  and 
writer  for  more  than  a  decade.  In  1979  he 
founded  The  New  York  City  News,  a  paper 
for  the  New  York  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  The  paper  quickly  became  a  mainstay  of 
city  gay  life,  but  Pickett  had  to  close  the 
paper  in  1986  when  he  became  too  ill  to  work. 

From  1975  to  1979  Pickett  also  wrote  fre¬ 
quently  for  Gay  Community  News.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  reviewing  plays  and  books,  he  did 
personality  interviews  and  wrote  an  ongo¬ 
ing  column,  “New  York,  New  York”  which 
covered  both  the  mainstream  and  activist 
political  scene.  Pickett’s  writings  for  GCN 
were  particularly  important  since  the  paper 
at  that  time  was  struggling  to  overcome 
limited  resources  and  personnel  and  begin  to 
cover  national  news.  By  providing  first  hand 
coverage  of  the  political  and  cultural  ac¬ 
tivities  of  New  York,  he  helped  establish 
GCN' s  national  identity  and  set  the  ground¬ 
work  for  much  of  our  later  political  cover¬ 
age. 

Reading  the  old  “New  York,  New  York” 
columns  it  becomes  clear  that  Harold 
Pickett  had  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of  New 
York  gay  life.  A  typical  column  will  recount 
a  bitter  City  Council  meeting  at  which  the 
gay  rights  bill  was  argued,  the  efforts  of  the 
Gay  Men’s  Alliance  to  start  a  letter  writing 
campaign  to  the  Village  Voice  protesting 
Nat  Hentoff’s  homophobia,  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  the  Canadian  Consulate  by  Gay  Ac¬ 
tivists  Alliance  (GAA)  and  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  to  protest 
the  shutting  down  of  The  Body  Politic,  as 
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nominated  for  a  state  health  promotion 
award  through  the  Division  of  Public 
Health  Services.  Rhoades  has  asked  profes¬ 
sional  sexuality  organizations  throughout 
the  U.S.  to  review  and  comment  on  the 
booklet.  He  said  he  hopes  widespread  sup¬ 
port  for  the  publication  will  stem  the  HHS’ 
efforts  to  undermine  the  project. 

The  Clinic  is  also  under  fire  from  some 
New  Hampshire  politicos,  including  Sen. 
Gordon  Humphrey  (R-N.H.)  and  the  Straf¬ 
ford  County  commissioners.  In  response  to 
local  newspaper  coverage  of  the  HHS’  ac¬ 
cusations,  the  commissioners  froze  $39,000 
in  county  funds  for  The  Clinic’s  prenatal 
care  program,  which  serves  300  low-income 
women  and  infants.  Though  this  program  is 
unrelated  to  “Mutual  Caring,  Mutual  Shar¬ 
ing,”  the  commissioners  stated  their  action 
is  based  on  opposition  to  the  publication’s 
statement  that  “sexual  attraction  to 
members  of  the  same  sex  is  healthy.” 

A  public  forum  in  support  of  The  Clinic  is 
planned  for  late  April.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Chuck  Rhoades  at  (603) 
749-2346. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


well  as  a  notice  urging  people  to  go  to  the 
CLGR  benefit  at  the  Silhouette  Bar. 

In  addition  to  the  meetings  and  the 
demonstrations  Pickett  also  put  much  of 
himself  in  the  column.  In  early  1979  he 
noted  that  the  Gay  Clone  Poets,  a  group  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  was  putting  out 
their  first  publication.  Pickett  described  his 
pride  at  being  able  to  work  in  a  group  that 
was  trying  to  merge  art  and  politics.  In  the 
same  column  he  also  noted  he  had  been 
elected  President  of  the  Flamingo  Friends  of 
America,  a  group  that  fought  for  the  eco¬ 
logical  well  being  of  the  bird  and  also  pro¬ 
moted  its  recognition  as  a  cultural  and 
regional  symbol. 

Pickett  is  survived  by  his  long  time  com¬ 
panion  Jim  Ferguson,  as  well  as  his  parents 
and  several  siblings.  There  will  be  a  mem¬ 
orial  service  for  Harold  Pickett  at  The  New 
York  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center, 
208  W.  13th  St.,  N.Y.,  April  20  at  6:00. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Jeff  Veazey 

Dancer-choreographer  dies 
of  AIDS 

By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  Jeff  Veazey,  a  dancer 
and  choreographer,  died  of  complications 
arising  from  AIDS  at  his  home  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  April  9.  He  was  33  years  old. 

Veazey  began  his  New  York  career  by 
dancing  in  the  Broadway  companies  of 
Sugar  Babies,  Sophisticated  Ladies,  The 
Grand  Tour  and  Dr.  Jazz.  He  also  appeared 
in  many  regional  and  road  tour  produc¬ 
tions.  In  the  mid-’80s  he  directed  and  chore¬ 
ographed  the  Broadway  Tonite  revues  as 
well  as  From  Broadway  to  Hollywood  at  the 
Theater  Du  Ronde  in  Paris. 

But  Jeff  Veazey  was  best  known  to  both 
off-Broadway  and  gay  audiences  as  the 
choreographer  of  Charles  Busch’s  camp 
musicals  Vampire  Lesbians  of  Sodom  and 
Psycho  Beach  Party.  Veazey’s  dance 
numbers  captured  the  lunacy  of  Busch’s 
satiric  look  at  both  1930’s  Hollywood,  in 
Vampire  Lesbians  and  1950’s  teen  movies  in 
Psycho  Beach  Party.  □ 


By  Rachel  Pepper 

CHICAGO  —  More  than  300  women 
from  the  Midwest  attended  Chicago’s  first 
Lesbian  Wellness  Conference  April  16.  The 
conference,  sponsored  by  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Horizons  and  held  at  the  University  of  Il¬ 
linois  at  Chicago,  included  keynote  ad¬ 
dresses  by  Rev.  Emilie  Townes  and  humorist 
Kate  Clinton.  Participants  browsed  among 
displays  in  a  resource  room  and  could 
choose  from  more  than  30  workshops  on  a 
wide  variety  of  topics  concerning  the 
“wellness”  of  lesbians. 

The  day  began  with  Townes’s  address,  in 
which  she  stressed  the  need  for  lesbians  to 
respect  each  others’  differences  while  work¬ 
ing  together  for  social  change.  She  asked  the 
mostly  white  audience  to  consider  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  lesbians  of  color,  who  face  op¬ 
pressive  attitudes  and  actions  based  on 
racism  as  well  as  homophobia.  She  closed 
her  address  by  urging  the  women  to  “order 
the  universe  according  to  our  own  vision  of 
beauty.” 

After  Townes’s  keynote  the  conference 
broke  into  workshops  on  topics  covering 
many  aspects  of  the  physical,  mental, 
spiritual,  financial,  legal,  and  emotional 
health  of  lesbians.  These  included  sessions 
on  domestic  violence  in  lesbian  relation¬ 
ships,  internalized  homophobia,  suriviving 
dysfunctional  families  and  incest,  activism 
and  political  organizing,  growing  older,  les¬ 
bians  and  AIDS,  and  Clinton’s  “Humor  as 
a  Healing  Force.” 

While  some  workshops  were  led  by  com¬ 
munity  groups  such  as  Feminists  on  the  Of¬ 
fensive,  an  anti-pornography  collective. 


Achtenberg 

Continued  from  page  I 

Kim  Corsaro,  the  editor  of  Coming  Up!,  a 
gay  and  lesbian  monthly.  Corsaro  wrote  in 
an  editorial  endorsing  Achtenberg, 
“Legitimate  questions  could  be  raised  about 
Burton’s  ability  to  handle  stress,  but 
Achtenberg’s  attacks  on  Burton  are  not  that 
straightforward  and  often  come  across  as 
cheap  shots.” 

Achtenberg  also  received  criticism  for 
describing  Burton  as  “not  pro-gay.”  Bur¬ 
ton  and  the  Burton  family  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  good  advocates  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  for  almost  30  years. 

It  seems  doubtful,  however,  that  adverse 
reactions  to  Achtenberg’s  negative  cam¬ 
paigning  significantly  affected  the  outcome 
of  the  race. 

Although  Achtenberg  won  a  majority  of 
votes  in  the  upper  Mission  and  Castro 
precincts  which  are  heavily  populated  by  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  she  did  not  expand  her 
base  significantly  beyond  those  areas.  Black 
votes  overwhelmingly  went  for  Burton,  as 
did  those  in  Chinatown,  the  precinct  with 
the  highest  concentration  of  Asian 
residents.  Bob  Anderson,  Achtenberg  cam¬ 
paign  field  coordinator,  said,  “Burton  has 
long  ties  stretching  back  over  30  years  with 
the  Black  community,”  which  he  said  made 
it  difficult  for  Achtenberg  to  compete. 

Anderson  said  he  believes  the  votes  of 
straight  women  were  a  decisive  factor  in  the 
campaign.  Women  voted  for  Burton  over 
Achtenberg  at  a  higher  rate  than  men.  He 
attributed  this  difference  to  Burton  en¬ 
dorsements  from  the  “three  best  known 
women  politicians  in  the  area.”  Con¬ 
gresswomen  Nancy  Pelosi  and  Barbara  Box¬ 
er,  and  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Nancy 
Walker  all  backed  Burton.  “The  Burton 
campaign  spent  probably  as  much  as 
$150,000  sending  out  letters  from  these  in¬ 
dividuals  to  people  in  the  district  urging  peo¬ 
ple  to  vote  for  him,”  Anderson  said.  “If  the 
principle  female  politicians  are  going  to  sup¬ 
port  a  male  candidate  over  a  lesbian,  then 
it’s  difficult  to  convince  women  to  support 
[her].” 

Although  voter  turnout  among  gay  men 
and  lesbians  was  much  higher  than  among 
other  groups,  local  political  analyst  and 
Achtenberg  campaign  worker  David  Binder 
was  disappointed  that  the  showing  was  not 
better.  He  contrasted  the  turnout  with  last 
year’s  congressional  race  between  Nancy 
Pelosi  and  gay  Supervisor  Harry  Britt, 
which  drew  17  percent,  or  2,700  more  gay 
and  lesbian  voters  than  this  race.  Since  66 


others  were  born  of  personal  experience. 
For  example,  Nancy  Lanoue,  owner  of 
Chicago’s  popular  Women’s  Gym,  gave  a 
session  called  “Nurturing  the  Warrior 
Within”  on  her  fight  against  breast  cancer. 

Two  separate  workshops  were  dedicated 
to  the  hot  topic  of  lesbian  parenting.  In  both 
“Lesbians  Choosing  Children”  and 
“You’ve  Got  Children?  I  Thought  You 
Were  A  Dyke,”  panelists  discussed  the  joys 
and  disadvantages  of  lesbian  mothering. 
These  included  co-parenting,  alternative 
fertilization,  coming  out  to  kids,  and  in¬ 
creasing  community  support  for  lesbians 
having  children  by  choice. 

One  of  the  most  popular  sessions  of  the 
day  was  “Aunt  Mathilda  —  Or  What  Your 
Mother  Never  Told  You  About  Being  in  a 
Lesbian  Relationship,”  led  by  several 
couples  who  had  each  been  together  at  least 
eight  years.  All  of  the  couples  stressed  that 
their  enduring  relationships  were  not  based 
on  any  “magic  formula”  but  instead  were 
built  on  respect,  dealing  with  conflict,  and 
real  dedication  to  their  relationship. 

In  the  day’s  closing  keynote,  Kate  Clinton 
spoke  of  the  value  of  humor  in  our  lives 
within  other  more  serious  agendas.  She  urg¬ 
ed  lesbians  to  come  out  if  possible  and  not  to 
become  “diffused  and  mainstream”  by  let¬ 
ting  the  current  political  climate  in  the 
United  States  render  us  invisible  again.  She 
closed  her  speech  and  the  conference  by  urg¬ 
ing  all  those  in  attendance  to  concentrate  on 
“our  own  issues”  in  a  culture  “by  and  for 
lesbians.”  □ 


percent  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  voted  for 
Achtenberg,  according  to  Binder’s  data,  a 
larger  gay  and  lesbian  turnout  could  have 
translated  into  the  single  percentage  point 
Achtenberg  needed  to  force  a  run-off  elec¬ 
tion  with  Burton  in  June.  As  it  is,  Burton 
must  run  again  in  the  Democratic  primary  in 
June  —  as  Agnos  would  have,  but  he  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  face  little  or  no  opposition. 

Binder  attributed  diminished  gay  par¬ 
ticipation  at  the  polls  in  part  to  burn-out  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  “It’s  been 
race  after  race  after  race,”  Binder  said, 
“and  now  with  AIDS  getting  worse  and 


Lesbian  candidate  Roberta  Achtenberg 


worse,  people’s  energies  are  diluted.  There’s 
a  limit  to  the  numbers  of  volunteers  and  the 
amount  of  time  people  are  willing  to  donate 
right  now.”  Binder  also  said  he  felt  that 
voters  didn’t  take  Achtenberg’s  challenge 
seriously  because  “Roberta  began  this  race 
as  a  total  unknown  and  was  given  very  low 
probability  at  the  polls.” 

Although  in  an  emotional  moment  on 
election  night  Achtenberg  pledged  to  run 
against  Burton  in  the  primary  in  June,  she 
has  since  decided  against  continuing  the 
campaign  since  her  chances  of  winning  that 
race  would  be  slim.  Campaign  worker  Freud 
said,  “Roberta  has  never  been  willing  to  run 
as  a  symbolic  candidate;  she  was  in  the  race 
to  win.  Roberta  feels  that  it  would  be  unfair 
to  ask  the  community  to  support  her  to  run 
again,  rather  than  putting  their  energy  into 
other  struggles  that  are  coming  up,  such  as 
the  LaRouche  initiative.” 

Achtenberg  told  supporters  on  election 
night  that  she  considers  her  campaign  a  vic¬ 
tory,  as  she  did  far  better  than  most  had  ex¬ 
pected  her  to  do.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign,  political  analysts  were  predicting 
Burton  would  win  90  percent  of  the  votes. 
Achtenberg  has  not  yet  announced  her 
future  plans.  □ 
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Spring  fling!! 

Next  week  the  GCN  staff  will  be  flinging  itself  off 
to  a  much-needed  vacation  (so  read  slowly  and 
make  this  issue  last  for  two  weeks).  Our  offices  will 
be  closed  April  25-29  while  we  go  out  and  do 
whatever  it  is  we  have  to  do  to  rid  us  of  the  rain 
and  cold  and  bring  Spring  on  for  real.  But  don't  you 
worry,  we’ll  be  back  the  first  week  in  May  and  we’ll 
all  feel  rejuvenated,  empowered  and  racked  with 
post-vacation  depression.  See  you  soon, 

Your  pals  at  GCN 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Prisoners  have  no  success  with 
AIDS  groups 

Dear  GCN: 

I  thought  you  might  find  the  enclosed  ar¬ 
ticle  interesting.  [“Prisoners  with  AIDS 
protest”,  by  Peter  Aleshire,  in  the  4/6/88 
Arizona  Republic ).  The  facility  at  Phoenix 
is  not  the  only  one  which  houses  prisoners 
with  AIDS.  My  understanding  is  that  when 
prisoners  reach  a  critical  stage,  they  are  then 
transferred  to  Florence,  AZ  prison,  where 
conditions  are  even  worse  [than  those 
described  in  the  article  about  the  Phoenix 
prison], 

I  have  contacted  all  the  local  AIDS  sup¬ 
port  groups  in  an  effort  to  get  them  to  do 
something  for  those  prisoners  with  AIDS, 
but  with  absolutely  no  success.  They  won’t 
even  respond  to  my  requests  for  basic  infor¬ 
mation  pamphlets.  I’ve  pointed  out  to  all  of 
them  that  if  pressure  isn’t  brought  to  bear  by 
outside  groups,  the  Dept,  of  Corrections  will 
make  no  effort  to  provide  even  the  basic 
necessities  of  life,  let  alone  needed  medical 
necessities.  I’m  sure  this  situation,  or 
something  similar,  probably  exists  in  all 
prisons. 

Richard  Anderson 

Box  3100  — 31915 
Goodyear,  AZ  85338 

I  don’t  always  agree,  but  I 
appreciate  GCN 

Dear  GCN: 

Yuk!  Egg  on  my  face!  With  my  usual  wait 
’til  it’s  history  GCN  reading  habits,  I  open¬ 
ed  my  April  Fools  issue  and  began  to  read 
the  election  year  news;  it  did  not  occur  to 
this  avid  reader  that  anything  was  being 
spoofed  until  the  second  paragraph.  (I  at¬ 
tributed  the  GCB  abbreviation  to  a  typo 
overlooked  by  an  overworked/underpaid 
staff  error.) 

When  GCB  appeared  the  second  time  I 
said  to  myself,  “Self,  this  is  the  annual  April 
lampoon.”  Maybe  it  would  have  been 
sooner  realized  had  I  opened  my  issue  the 
day  1  pulled  it  out  of  that  Post  Office  Box. 
This  is  always  one  of  my  favorite  issues, 
especially  the  classifieds.  Enroll  me  in  the 
Tampon  of  the  Month  Club.  Is  there  a  vol¬ 
ume  discount  for  lovers?  Monogrammed 
strings  are  a  novel  idea  —  my  lover  will 
never  use  my  last  rocket  before  I  blast  off 
again! 

A  few  other  thoughts  while  I’m  writing... 

Your  new  layout  looks  great,  but  there 
seems  to  be  empty  space  each  week.  Aren’t 
there  features,  cartoons,  ads,  etc.  that  could 
Fill  the  space?  Maybe  I’m  not  being  realistic 
because  I  thought  GCN  was  always  short  on 
money,  never  on  journalism.  These  empty 
column  inches  represent  potential  revenue, 
don’t  they?  I  can’t  recall  the  old  layout  leav¬ 
ing  any  empty  space. 

Your  feature  “Hindsights”  maximizes 
back  page  space  neatly.  Liz  Galst’s  piece 
“At  home  with  themselves  and  me”  was 
aptly  titled.  A  portrait  documentary  of  gay 
and  lesbian  couples  certainly  is  a  tangible 
legacy  sorely  needed.  However,  if  the  pic¬ 
tures  GCN  printed  are  representative  of 
Sage  Sohier’s  work,  the  photos  lacked  that 
candid  quality  necessary  to  communicate 
couple’s  uniqueness  and  intimacy.  Sohier 


did  not  capture  anything  on  film  that  did 
not  appear  staged.  Couples  are  definitely 
more  impromptu  and  animated  than  her 
photographs  portray.  I  suggest  we  demand  a 
retake! 

Thanks  again  for  all  the  great  work.  I 
don’t  always  agree,  but  I  always  appreciate. 

With  Pride, 
Nancy  M.  Gill 
Brockton,  MA 

But  don’t  call  him  “honey” 

Dear  GCN: 

There  are  all  sorts  of  stereotypes  about 
gay  people  out  there  —  that  we’re  impulsive, 
overly  sensitive,  ineffectual,  unable  to 
mount  a  boycott,  economically  insignifi¬ 
cant.  Up  in  Kellogg’s  Land,  they  apparently 
think  we’re  just  plain  stupid. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Public 
Affairs  at  Kellogg’s  expressing  my  disgust 
with  their  Nut  &  Honey  cereal  commercial. 
This  is  the  ad  featuring  various  vignettes  in 
which  one  person  asks,  “What’s  to  eat?” 
and  another  person  answers,  “Nut  & 
Honey,”  which  is  misheard  as  “Nothin’, 
honey,”  with  situational  “comic”  results. 
This  culminates  in  a  blatant  bit  of  media 
fag-bashing,  when  a  cattle  trail  cook  gives 
the  same  reply  to  his  cowboy  buddies,  who 
snarl  in  unison  and  draw  their  guns  on  him. 
You  just  don’t  call  a  manly  American  cow¬ 
boy  “honey.” 

The  fact  that  the  ad  is  supposed  to  be  in¬ 
nocent  and  funny  makes  it  all  the  more  in¬ 
sidious.  Joke  or  nor  joke,  it’s  the  same  men¬ 
tality  that  gave  us  the  “homosexual  panic” 
murder  defense.  And  in  this  case,  the  mes¬ 
sage  is  largely  aimed  at  children. 

This  is  part  of  the  self-serving  and  absurd¬ 
ly  rationalizing  reply  I  received  from  Joseph 
M.  Stewart,  Vice  President  of  Public  Affairs 
at  Kellog’s: 

“Please  forgive  the  brief  delay  in  our 
response  to  your  letter  dated  February  25, 
1988.  We  have  been  assessing  our  ‘Nut’n 
Honey’  ad  to  determine  if  we  overlooked  a 
subtlety  in  the  application  of  our  stringent 
advertising  policy  during  the  creation  of  this 
commercial. 

“May  I  begin  by  assuring  you  that  Kel¬ 
logg  Company  has  in  no  way,  intentionally 
or  inadvertantly,  attempted  to  communicate 
a  political,  economic,  or  socio-morale  posi¬ 
tion,  impression,  or  persuasion  in  our  ‘Nut 
&  Honey  Crunch’  ad.  The  use  of  the 
response,  ‘Nut’n  Honey,  ’  by  the  cook  draws 
a  reaction  from  the  hungry  cowboys  who 
have  been  working  hard  and  are  eager  to  eat. 
We  believe  that  in  order  to  interpret  this 
scene  as  an  anti-gay  expression,  the  viewer 
must  first  change  the  era,  the  scene,  and  the 
motivation  to  arrive  at  such  a 
conclusion.. ..we  hope  you  will  appreciate 
that  we  cannot  allow  ourselves  to  impulsive¬ 
ly  overreact  to  unjustified  misinterpreta¬ 
tions.  To  do  so  would  destroy  the  integrity 
of  our  high  standards  of  advertising  and 
more  importantly  would  destroy  the  trust 
and  confidence  of  consumers.” 

In  other  words:  Fuck  off.  End  of 
dialogue.  It’s  certainly  enough  to  make  me 
lose  my  appetite.  Besides,  you  know  us  fags, 
always  “impulsively  overreacting.”  So  sen¬ 
sitive.  Always  imagining  things. 

I  hope  readers  will  take  the  time  to  drop  a  line 
to  Mr.  Stewart  (Public  Affairs,  One  Kellogg 
Square,  PO  Box  3599,  Battle  Creek,  MI 
49016).  A  postcard  will  do.  It  only  has  to 
say:  “Your  Nut  &  Honey  commercial 
stinks,  and  so  do  your  excuses.  I’m  not  buy¬ 
ing  it.”  He’ll  get  the  message. 

But  don’t  call  him  “honey.” 

Regards, 
Steven  Saylor 
San  Francisco,  CA 

We  must  not  be  ashamed  of 
our  sorrow 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  and  gratitude  to  Janice  Irvine  for 
“A  Community  Learns  to  Mourn,”  (GCN, 
March  20-26,  1988). 

My  parents  died  in  1967  —  I  was  twelve 
years  old.  While  at  times  I  have  been  “glad” 
that  I  was  spared  the  hardship  of  coming  out 
to  them,  I  have  felt  more  shame  regarding 
the  enormity  and  longevity  of  my  grief  for 
them  than  I  have  felt  awkward  about  being 
a  lesbian. 

The  AIDS  crisis  has  brought  home  to  me 
how  mourning  has  made  me  whole.  When 
those  in  our  inner  circles  are  dying,  have 
died,  have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS,  I 
know  that  we  must  mourn  and  embrace  our 
Continued  on  page  5 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Creating  outrageous  visions: 
AIDS  education  for  women 


By  Janice  Irvine 

The  following  is  a  speech  the  author 
delivered  at  the  Women  and  AIDS  con¬ 
ference  held  in  Boston  April  9. 

Suddenly  it’s  become  more  fashionable  to 
talk  about  sex.  Many  of  us  who  have  been 
doing  sex  education  for  years  are  suddenly 
astonished  to  find  ourselves  speaking  in 
places  where,  even  two  years  ago,  we  might 
have  been  forcibly  removed  had  we  shown 
up  and  started  talking  about  anal  inter¬ 
course.  Last  week  I  found  myself  at  a  Cath¬ 
olic  girls  school  in  Quincy.  I  usually  don’t 
“do”  high  school  girls,  but  I  went  because  I 
thought  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear  their 
questions  and  comments,  and  also  because  I 
didn’t  know  until  I  got  there  that  it  was  a 
Catholic  school. 

Having  endured  12  years  of  Catholic 
school  myself,  it  was  shocking  to  suddenly 
find  myself  again  among  so  many  uniform¬ 
ed,  cherubic-looking  but  boisterously 
rebellious  young  women.  I  led  two 
workshops.  In  the  first,  I  was  surrounded  by 
20  fourteen-year-olds  who  seemed  develop- 
mentally  appropriate  in  that  they  were 
disgusted  by  almost  everything  1  said  about 
sexuality.  In  the  second  workshop,  nine  16 
year-olds  sat  coolly  and  sullenly,  indicating 
not  only  that  they  already  knew  everything  I 
had  to  say,  but  that  it  was  BORING.  That 

Our  society  is  finally 
accepting  that  you  can  7  talk 
about  AIDS  without  talking 
about  sex.  Let's  make  it  clear 
that  you  can  7  talk  about  sex 
without  talking  about 
politics. 

is,  until  the  end,  when  I  ditched  my  rap 
about  AIDS  and  began  asking  them  some 
general  questions  about  how  they  learned 
about  birth  control  (they  didn’t),  whether 
they  learn  about  safe  sex  from  their  parents 
(they  don’t),  whether  girls  were  still  getting 
“reputations”  (absolutely),  and  whether 
they  talk  to  their  friends  about  sex  (hardly 
ever,  and  only  their  very  best  friends).  They 
livened  up  considerably,  despite  painting  a 
bleak  picture  of  silence,  shame,  and  misin¬ 
formation  surrounding  sexuality.  It’s  a  pic¬ 
ture  that  is  familiar  to  most  of  us. 

My  experiences  of  talking  to  women  of  all 
tages  about  AIDS  make  it  clear  to  me  that 
we’re  in  a  contradictory  historical  moment 
regarding  women’s  sexuality.  Now,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  sex  and  how  we  deal  with  it  in  our 
culture  means  that  EVERY  historical  mo¬ 
ment  is  contradictory,  but  I  would  like  to 
sketch  out  the  particular  dynamics  that  I 
think  we  need  to  be  aware  of  presently  with 
regard  to  women,  sex,  and  AIDS. 

The  first  issue  is  that  even  though  the 
discourse  on  female  sexuality  is  ostensibly 
opening,  the  parameters  of  that  discussion 
remain  narrow  and  circumscribed.  For  the 
sake  of  survival,  religious  leaders,  educa¬ 
tional  institutions,  and  the  media  have 
decided  that  it’s  okay  to  specifically  and 
graphically  talk  about  women’s  bodies  and 
sexual  activities.  Reading  about  vaginal 
secretions,  the  vaginal  barrel,  and  menstrual 
blood  in  the  N.Y.  Times  is  as  peculiar  as  it 
was  to  see  “anal  intercourse”  turn  up  there 
in  the  early  days  of  reporting  on  the  epi¬ 
demic  in  gay  men.  Alfred  Kinsey  shocked 
the  nation  in  1953  when  his  study  on  Sexual 
Behavior  in  the  Human  Female  documented 
how  extensively  women  participate  in,  enjoy 
and  talk  about  sex.  But  in  many  ways,  it  has 
taken  the  AIDS  epidemic  to  force  a  cultural 
recognition  of  the  significance  of  his  find¬ 
ings.  In  the  pages  of  popular  culture,  we 
now  read  extended  vignettes  of  the  dilem¬ 
mas  of  women  on  the  singles  circuits,  and 
married  women  who  ponder  affairs  or  con¬ 
sider  the  consequences  of  ones  they’ve 
already  had.  Yet  the  flip  side  of  the  “new 
recognition”  of  women  as  sexual  beings,  is 
the  tenacity  of  grim  and  dour  messages 
directed  at  us.  The  double-standard  is  alive, 
flourishing,  and  charting  the  terms  of  sexual 
discourse. 

Once  again,  the  “good  girl/bad  girl” 
paradigm  arises  to  frame  the  experiences  of 


women  around  sex  and  AIDS.  In  the  con¬ 
text  of  this  epidemic,  “good  girls”  are:  the 
uninfected,  the  abstinent,  those  happily 
nestled  in  married,  monogamous  relation¬ 
ships,  and  those  who  were  infected  by  blood 
transfusions,  hemophiliac  partners,  toilet 
seats  and  doorknobs.  The  “bad  girls”  are 
almost  any  woman  who  is  infected  or  has 
AIDS,  especially  if  she:  infected  her  baby,  is 
a  woman  of  color,  or  exchanged  sex  for 
money.  A  “bad  girl”  gets  AIDS  because, 
unless  she  was  an  “innocent  victim,”  she 
did  something  “bad”  to  get  it,  like  taking 
drugs  and  sharing  needles,  or  having  sex. 
She’s  especially  bad  if  she  enjoyed  it,  for  the 
perception  of  female  sexuality  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  factor  in  how  women  get  labelled  —  if 
she  was  passively  “doing  her  duty”  she 
could  graduate  to  “good  girl”  status.  This  is 
illustrated  by  the  comment  of  a  well- 
respected  male  AIDS  educator  who  I 
overheard  discussing  women  who  con¬ 
tracted  AIDS  through  heterosexual 
transmission.  These  women,  he  intoned,  are 
the  only  group  who  get  AIDS,  not  because 
of  something  THEY  did,  but  because  of 
something  that  was  done  TO  them.  This 
analysis  of  the  passivity  and  objectivity  of 
female  sexuality  is,  unfortunately,  not  un¬ 
common.  AIDS  provides  yet  another  con¬ 
text  for  the  re-enactment  of  the  cultural 
myth  of  woman  as  inferior,  woman  as  vamp 
and  vampire,  woman  as  vessel  of  transmis¬ 
sion,  and  the  sexual  woman  as  dirty  and 
diseased. 

Lesbians  experience  a  particular  con¬ 
figuration  of  contradictions  with  respect  to 
AIDS.  Since  we  are  often  subsumed  under 
the  overarching  category  of 
“homosexuals,”  we  too  are  the  targets  of 
spiraling  homophobia  and  AIDS-related 
gay-bashing.  On  the  other  hand,  AIDS  is 
much  less  efficiently  spread  by  female-to- 
female  contact.  Although  this  has  not 
catapulted  lesbians  into  the  “good  girl” 
realm,  it  has  rendered  us  and  our  sexuality 
virtually  invisible  in  this  epidemic.  Lesbians 
are  getting  AIDS  and  lesbians  are  dying  of 
AIDS  and  certainly  scores  of  lesbians  are 
doing  AIDS-related  work,  but  the  only  at¬ 
tention  that  lesbians  are  getting,  not  surpris¬ 
ingly,  comes  from  lesbians  ourselves.  There 
is  virtually  no  research  specifically  on  les¬ 
bians,  sex,  and  risk;  there  is  little  provision 
for  lesbian  IV  drug  users  with  AIDS;  the 
CDC  and  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Health  make  no  distinctions  in  their 
statistics  for  lesbians,  so  that  we  can  unders¬ 
tand  the  numbers  and  organize  around  the 
risk.  We  are  not,  as  some  thought  at  the 
beginning  of  this  epidemic,  “the  chosen 
people”;  instead,  we  shoulder  much  of  the 
burden  with  little  of  the  recognition. 

For  us  as  feminists,  the  irony  of  the  sexual 
discourse  during  this  epidemic  is  that  there 
may  be  greater  openness  and  more  facts,  but 
it  occurs  in  the  context  of  the  politically  con¬ 
stricted,  conservative  ambience  of  the  late 
1980’s.  Because  of  AIDS,  lots  of  people  are 
more  able  to  talk  about  sex,  but  we  won’t 
necessarily  like  what  they’re  saying.  Those 
Catholic  girls,  for  example,  knew  lots  of 
facts  —  certainly  more  than  most  of  us  knew 
at  that  age  —  but  they  had  largely  adopted 
the  attitudes  of  their  parents,  i.e.  that  of  the 
dominant  culture.  The  messages  they  had 
absorbed  included  a  disdain  for  women  who 
were  “promiscuous,”  and  for  gay  people 
who  should  just  stop  being  gay  because 
didn’t  they  know  they  were  just  killing 
themselves,  and  a  certainty  that  sex  was- 
dangerous  and  would  kill  you. 

This  juxtaposition  of  sexual  openness  and 
sexual  conservatism  is  possible  because  the 
medical  discourse  is  dominating  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  AIDS.  For  may  people,  even  many 
involved  in  AIDS  education,  this  is 
preferable  to  a  moral  discourse  of  sin  and 
damnation.  In  the  face  of  virulent 
homophobia,  many  have  rightfully  argued 
“AIDS  is  a  health  problem,  not  a  moral  pro¬ 
blem.”  Yet  what  is  often  forgotten  in  this  at¬ 
tempt  at  reframing,  is  that  a  medical 
analysis  is  not  antithetical  to  a  moral 
analysis,  but  that  in  fact,  the  two  are  often 
identical.  The  dominant  medical  discourse 
in  this  country  is  a  highly  ideological  system 
that  has  never  been  a  friend  to  women  and 
gay  people.  God  knows,  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  has  a  dramatic  history  of  the  sexual 


repression  of  women,  including  the  routine 
performance  of  clitorectomies  in  the  19th 
century  in  women  who  were  considered  too 
active,  too  sexual  or  too  rebellious.  In  the 
1980s,  physicians  continue  to  struggle  for 
hegemony  over  female  sexuality  by  attemp¬ 
ting  to  define  and  control  our  every  orgasm, 
sexual  twitch  and  tingle  —  or  lack  of  them. 

Some  of  the  most  dramatic  triumphs  of 
the  early  women’s  movement  were  those 
directed  toward  reclaiming  our  bodies  and 
our  sexuality  from  the  medical  profession. 

AIDS  provides  yet  another 
context  for  the  re-enactment 
of  the  cultural  myth  of 
woman  as  infector,  woman 
as  vamp  and  vampire, 
woman  as  vessel  of 
transmission,  and  the  sexual 
woman  as  dirty  and  diseased. 

And,  at  the  risk  of  sounding  like  Richard 
Nixon,  now  more  than  ever,  we  need  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  vital  feminist  movement  to  provide 
a  political  context  in  which  to  analyze  the 
medical  facts  of  the  AIDS  epidemic,  and  in 
which  to  organize  to  overcome  the  obstacles 
to  effective  AIDS  education  and  interven¬ 
tions  for  women.  A  medicalized  discourse 
on  AIDS  leaves  us  with  body  parts,  diseases, 
statistics,  and  the  individual  plight  of  in¬ 
dividual  people  divorced  from  any  social 
context.  The  medical  model  is  empiricism 
couched  in  the  dominant  ideology.  It  is  a 
refusal  to  deal  with  issues  of  civil  rights,  ac¬ 
cess  to  care,  or  discrimination.  Yet  it  is, 
after  all,  impossible  to  talk  about  health 
care  in  this  country  without  talking  about 
power  and  privilege.  And  it  is  impossible  to 
talk  about  sexuality  without  talking  about 
power  and  privilege.  Feminism  has  con¬ 
sistently  spoken  to  issues  of  power  related  to 
gender,  race  and  class,  and  this  kind  of 
analysis  is  essential  to  develop  programs 
that  work. 

AIDS  education  for  women  that  doesn’t 
account  for  the  economic  powerlessness  and 
vulnerability  of  women  in  this  society  fails 
to  speak  to  the  specific  problems  for  women 
who  exchange  sex  for  money.  If  you  earn 
your  living  or  support  your  children  with 
sex,  what  are  your  options  in  this  epidemic? 
Similarly,  many  women  remain  in  relation¬ 
ships  for  lack  of  economic  options.  It  is  like¬ 
ly,  therefore,  that  this  same  dependence  will 
make  it  less  possible,  if  not  impossible,  to 
demand  safer  sex  from  their  partner.  The 
women’s  movement  has  long  pointed  out 
that  rejection,  battering  and  desertion  are 
familiar  consequences  for  women  in  this 
culture  who  have  tried  to  exercise  sexual 
agency. 

Similarly,  AIDS  education  for  women 
must  address  racial  and  cultural  differences 
regarding  sexual  attitudes  and  behaviors. 
When  we  teach  women  to  demand  safer  sex, 
and  to  communicate  with  their  partners 
about  sex,  are  we  setting  up  women  whose 
cultural  norms  dictate  that  only  “whores” 
talk  about  sex?  We  need  to  determine  how 
to  empower  women  around  sexuality,  while 
not  estranging  them  from  their  background 
and  culture.  Is  it  possible??  If  it  isn’t,  the 
consequences  of  failure  are  enormous. 

What  I’m  really  talking  about  is  refram¬ 
ing  issues  around  AIDS  within  a  political 
context.  Our  society  is  finally  accepting  that 
you  can’t  talk  about  AIDS  without  talking 
about  sex.  Let’s  make  it  clear  that  you  also 
can’t  talk  about  sex  without  talking  politics. 
The  feminist  movement  has  almost  always 
been  divided  about  sexual  politics,  and  some 
of  those  conflicts  have  been  most  heated 
over  the  last  5  years.  But  feminists  need  to 
come  together  over  AIDS,  we  need  to  start 
setting  the  terms  of  the  sexual  discourse,  and 
we  need  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  takes  into  ac¬ 
count  the  powerlessness  and  vulnerability  of 
women  around  sexuality.  We  need  to  ensure 
the  concept  of  “safer  sex”  means  more  than 
latex,  but  is  expanded  to  include  reproduc¬ 
tive  freedom  ami  freedom  from  sexual  abuse 
and  coercion.  We  will  never  stop  AIDS, 
after  all,  as  long  as  women  can  be  raped.  Yet 


we  must  also  construct  a  discourse  based  on 
sexual  pleasure  of  women.  To  quote  Amber 
Hollibaugh: 

We  must  build  a  movement  that  validates 
the  right  for  a  woman  to  say  yes  instead  of 
no;  a  movement  that  thinks  we  haven’t 
heard  enough  about  sex  rather  than  too 
much... 

We  cannot  afford  to  sacrifice  sexual 
pleasure  for  women  to  the  necessity  of  sav¬ 
ing  lives  during  this  epidemic.  We  cannot 
blithely  ignore  our  problems  with  sexuality, 
that  each  of  us  approaches  sex  from  a  dif¬ 
ferent  background,  with  a  different  perspec¬ 
tive.  We  must  remember  that  certain  educa¬ 
tional  tools,  such  as  techniques  that  em¬ 
phasize  “eroticizing  safer  sex”  may  be  miles 
from  where  a  particular  woman  is  at  in 
terms  of  her  sexuality  at  this  moment.  Yet 
we  must  continually  assert  our  right  to 
pleasure  and  empowerment.  It  is  our 
responsibility  to  ourselves,  and  our  legacy  to 
those  young  women,  like  the  ones  at  Quin¬ 
cy’s  Catholic  school,  who  are  just  coming  of 
sexual  age.  For  all  our  sakes,  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  create  outrageous  visions. 

Janice  Irvine  is  the  Women ’s  Education 
Coordinator  at  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee. 


“Speaking  Out’’  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Community  voices 

Continued  from  page  4 

grief  so  that  we  may  continue  to  live,  to 
love,  and  to  look  each  other  in  the  eye  even 
in  the  face  of  death  in  our  community.  We 
need  not  be  ashamed  of  our  gayness  and  we 
must  not  be  ashamed  of  our  sorrow. 

And  yes,  the  NAMES  Project  —  a  work 
of  tremendous  beauty  and  tragedy  —  is  a 
place  at  last  for  our  grief  to  come  home. 

Thank  you  for  coming  out  of  the 
closet. ..and  for  a  lovely,  astute,  and  poig¬ 
nant  article. 

Yours, 
Elinor  Roberts 
Oakland,  CA 

Give  something  back  to  Black 
brothers  and  sisters 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  just  read  Vol.  1,  #  3/4  of 
Black/Out,  the  magazine  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays.  It 
was  exciting  reading  and  gave  me  a  great 
deal  of  hope  and  energy  when  I  had  hit  a 
political  low  spot. 

I  especially  enjoyed  Barbara  Smith’s 
short  story  and  the  Features  section,  in¬ 
cluding  a  talk  by  Audre  Lorde,  an  interview 
with  Bayard  Rustin,  Michelle  Parkerson’s 
description  of  the  Jewel  Box  Revue  featured 
in  her  documentary  film,  and  Gil  Gerard’s 
fascinating  account  of  how  the  1983  twen¬ 
tieth  anniversary  March  on  Washington 
leaders  came  to  include  Audre  Lorde  as 
a  speaker  and  endorse  the  Gay  Civil  Rights 
bill. 

I  am  a  white  lesbian  activist  who  grows 
continually  from  the  legacy  of  struggle  I  find 
in  the  writing  and  lives  of  Black  activists.  I 
urge  those  of  us  who  are  white  to  give 
something  back  to  Black  sisters  and 
brothers: 

•  subscribe  to  Black/Out,  P.O.  Box  2490, 
Washington,  D.C.  20013;  $10/4  issues 

•  send  a  contribution  over  and  above  the 
low  subscription  price  to  insure  the  survival 
and  growth  of  the  magazine 

•  order  extra  copies  for  friends 

•  plug  the  magazine  in  your  local  gay  and 
feminist  publications;  be  sure  to  include  the 
subscription  information. 

My  best  wishes  for  the  pioneering  work  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays  and  Black/Out. 

Courage  in  the  struggle. 
Rev.  Jan  Griesinger 
Athens,  OH 
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Women’s  Studies 

Continued  from  page  I 
ther  class  meetings. 

When  asked  why  Schaub  was  reinstated  in 
the  course,  Associate  Dean  Fred  Campbell 
said  that  while  the  course  instructor’s  ac¬ 
tions  “went  strictly  by  the  book,”  a  small 
number  of  students  came  forward  to  sup¬ 
port  Schaub’s  contentions.  Further,  said 
Campbell,  since  the  deans  felt  that  Schaub’s 
position  might  have  some  validity  and  there 
may  have  been  a  violation  of  due  process 
they  gave  him  a  passing  grade.  Campbell 
would  not  elaborate  on  what  university  ac¬ 
tions  may  have  violated  “due  process.” 
Campbell  explained  the  reinstatement: 
“Rather  than  penalizing  the  student  without 
absolutely  clear  evidence,  we  didn’t  want  to 
punish  him.  Since  we  couldn’t  tell  who  was 
right,  we  gave  him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 
There  were  special  circumstances.”  When 
asked  if  Schaub  had  threatened  to  File  a 
lawsuit  against  the  university  Campbell 
stated,  “I  honestly  don’t  know.  We  weren’t 
acting  as  if  we  were  under  the  threat  of  a 
lawsuit.” 

Schaub  has  pushed  his  complaints  beyond 
the  university  claiming  a  desire  to  fully  air 
the  issues  of  man-hating  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  political  ideologies  in  the 
classroom.  He  has  publicized  his  cause  by 
appearing  on  local  talk  shows  and  being  in¬ 
terviewed  in  newspapers. 

On  April  15,  Schaub  brought  his  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  course  before  a  hearing  of 
the  State  Senate  Law  and  Justice  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  committee  is  conducting  a  fact¬ 
finding  hearing  focused  on  three  legal 
issues:  the  possible  misuse  of  public  funds 
for  political  purposes,  issues  regarding 
possible  violations  of  the  state’s  equal  rights 
amendment,  and  possible  harassment  of 
students  by  intimidation.  Lydia  Mori,  staff 
attorney  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  Senator  Kent  Pullen,  said  the  purpose 
of  the  hearing  was  to  obtain  input  and  deter¬ 
mine  if  legislation  is  needed  to  broaden  the 
state’s  harassment  laws  or  equal  rights 
amendment.  When  asked  of  the  possible 
outcome,  Mori  said,  “I  don’t  think 
anything  is  going  to  come  of  it.”  Mori  com¬ 
mented  on  Schaub’s  rise  to  fame  and  repor¬ 
ted  financial  windfall  from  the  publicity;  “I 
can’t  believe,  it  makes  me  sick.” 

Ttye,  hearings  opened  with  a  statement  by 
Sen.  Janice  Niemi.  She  questioned  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  a  legislative  committee  looking  into 
issues  of  academic  freedom  and  likened  it  to 
McCarthyism.  Later  in  the  hearings  when  a 
senator  asked  a  witness  if  the  instructors 
were  really  pushing  politics,  Niemi  inter¬ 
rupted,  saying  “there’s  nothing  wrong  with 
that.”  Observers  at  the  hearing  said  the 
university  administration  admitted  fault  for 
mishandling  a  disciplinary  action,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  confidence  and  support  for  the 
women’s  studies  program.  Campbell  told 
GCN,  “The  Women’s  Studies  Department 
here  is  a  very  solid  program.  We  believe  they 
have  a  right  to  take  a  political  position,  and 
that’s  not  a  problem  for  us  [the  administra¬ 
tion].” 

As  far  as  the  Senate  hearings  go,  the 
university  administration  believes  that  both 
deciding  course  content  and  procedures  of 
academic  discipline  are  matters  for  the 
faculty  and  university  to  decide,  according 
to  Campbell.  This  position  was  reiterated  by 
the  faculty  senate  which  overwhelmingly 
passed  a  resolution  on  April  13  condemning 
the  state  senate  hearings. 

Student  activists  on  campus  have  formed 
the  Coalition  in  Support  of  Women’s 
Studies.  Lesbian-feminist  Annette  Sack- 
steder,  an  organizer  of  the  Coalition,  said 
the  course  spends  little  time  specifically 
discussing  lesbianism,  but  instead  focuses 
on  “issues  of  difference”  which  she  said  in¬ 
clude  race,  age,  class  and  sexual  orientation. 
She  added  that  Schaub  had  already  been 
kicked  out  of  the  class  when  the  two  class 
meetings  specifically  devoted  to  discussion 
of  lesbianism  took  place. 

Sacksteder  said  members  of  the  Women’s 
Studies  Department  have  taken  a  defensive 
stance,  seeming  to  apologize  and  minimize 
the  course  content.  “There’s  no  reason  for 
any  of  us  to  be  defensive  about  lesbianism  or 
socialism.  They  are  real  integral  parts  of 
feminism,”  she  said.  Sacksteder  and  Bonnie 
Hoben,  another  organizer  in  the  Coalition, 
both  expressed  disappointment  with  the  way 
the  Women’s  Studies  Department’s  reluc¬ 
tance  to  publicly  denounce  Schaub.  All  in¬ 
structors  have  been  silenced  by  order  from 
the  dean’s  office  to  “protect  student  con¬ 
fidentiality.”  Such  a  limitation  seems 
outrageous  to  campus  activists  when  the  stu¬ 
dent  in  question  has  gone  so  public.  As  a 
result  of  the  silencing  order,  activists  said 


they  have  experienced  what  feels  like  a  lack 
of  support  from  the  very  department  they 
are  defending.  When  reached  by  GCN, 
faculty  in  the  Women’s  Studies  Department 
confirmed  that  they  could  not  speak  on  the 
record  about  the  case. 

The  Coalition  drafted  a  statement  on 
academic  freedom  to  be  submitted  at  the 
senate  hearings.  The  statement  was  endors¬ 
ed  by  political  groups  and  individuals,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Law  Women’s  Caucus,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyer’s  Guild,  the  Lesbian  Support 
Group,  Students  Against  Apartheid, 
Students  Against  U.S.  Intervention  in  El 
Salvador,  Radical  Women  and  the  Freedom 
Socialist  Party.  But  neither  the  Women’s 
Studies  Department,  nor  the  university  ad¬ 
ministration  gave  endorsement. 

Students  complained  that  members  of  the 
department  did  not  develop  a  strategy  to 
deal  with  the  Schaub  case  and  have  thus 
been  put  on  the  defensive. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Acting  up 

Continued  from  page  I 

health  care  program;  public  accountability 
of  AIDS  programs;  and  an  end  to  quaran¬ 
tine,  mandatory  testing,  and  discrimination 
against  PWAs.  ACT  NOW  also  demands  an 
end  to  the  use  of  “inflammatory,  isolating 
language  which  promotes  medical  misinfor¬ 
mation.” 

Addressing  diversity  in  AIDS  activism 

While  most  activists  expressed  optimism 
about  the  events,  several  criticized  ACT 
NOW  and  local  AIDS  action  organizations 
for  failing  to  reach  out  to  women  and  people 
of  color.  The  50-member  national  steering 
committee  of  ACT  NOW  includes  approx¬ 
imately  15  women  and  five  people  of  color, 
said  Terry  Beswick,  national  coordinator  of 
ACT  NOW.  In  addition,  several  activists  in 
San  Francisco  said  the  protests  lack  ade¬ 
quate  focus  on  pressing  AIDS  treatment 
issues. 

“The  groups  are  still  run  mostly  by  gay 
white  men.  We  need  to  be  linked  with  people 
of  color  and  the  women’s  movement.  We 
have  not  been  wildly  successful  at  this,  but 
the  upcoming  events  should  help  bring  peo¬ 
ple  in,”  said  Bradley  Ball,  a  member  of 
ACT  UP/NY. 

Maria  Maggenti,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/NY’s  women’s  committee,  said  women 
are  often  ignored  by  predominantly  white 
gay  male  AIDS  organizations.  But,  she  said, 
ACT  UP  has  attempted  to  address  its  own 
racism  and  sexism  through  outreach  to 
women  and  people  of  color  and  by 
educating  themselves  on  the  issues.  “The 
men  in  ACT  UP  tended  not  to  be  as  advanc¬ 
ed  politically  as  women.  But  the  meetings 
have  been  feminized,  and  the  men  by  and 
large  welcome  our  presence.  The  group  has 
grown  tremendously  but  it  has  been  a  very 
painful  process,”  said  Maggenti. 

Women,  especially  women  of  color,  are 
increasingly  hard  hit  by  AIDS,  explained 
Maggenti.  “We  have  to  get  women  more  in¬ 
volved  in  AIDS  activism.  AIDS  points  out 
the  possibility  of  bringing  up  reproductive 
rights  issues,  of  generating  public  resistance 
to  the  oppression  of  women,”  she  said. 

On  May  4,  the  women’s  committee  is 
organizing  a  protest  at  Shea  Stadium,  home 
of  the  New  York  Mets,  to  dramatize  that 
“women  must  take  power,  and  men  must 
take  responsibility”  in  negotiating  safer  sex 
in  heterosexual  relationships.  ACT  UP  has 
reserved  a  block  of  280  tickets  from  which  to 
unveil  banners  declaring:  “AIDS  Kills 
Women,”  “Strike  Out  AIDS,”  “Men  Use 
Condoms,”  “No  Glove,  No  Love”  and 
“Silence  Equals  Death.”  The  group  will 
distribute  safer  sex  information  using 
baseball  terminology.  Maggenti  said  the 
group  even  managed  to  convince  a  condom 
manufacturer  and  the  Mets’  management 
that  it  was  National  Women  and  AIDS 
Awareness  Day  in  order  to  obtain  free  con¬ 
doms  and  an  announcement  over  Shea 
Stadium’s  public  address  system. 

Also  scheduled  for  May  4  is  a  safer  sex 
education  drive  at  public  high  schools  in 
New  York.  ACT  UP  members  will  canvass 
Manhattan’s  five  boroughs,  teaching 
“young  women  to  take  power,  and  young 
men  to  take  responsibility”  in  sexual  rela¬ 
tions,  said  Maggenti. 

Kendall  Thomas  of  ACT  UP/NY  said 
that  the  heavily  white  gay  male  group  has 
failed  to  address  people  of  color,  who  com¬ 
prise  55  percent  of  AIDS  cases  in  New  York 
State.  He  said  ACT  UP  and  ACT  NOW 
were  only  beginning  to  challenge  the 
“ideology  and  structure  of  racism  that  they 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Friday,  May  6 

The  Lenox  Hotel  Dome  Room 

710  Boylston  Street  at  Copley 
6:30  Reception /Cash  Bar 
7:30  Auction  Begins! 

Join  us  for  an  exciting  evening! 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


AIDS 

In  New  England 


A  four-day,  free  series  of  Workshops  and  Seminars 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Boston 

May  2  -  5, 1988 


MONDAY,  MAY  2 
10:00  AM  -  12:30  PM 
National  and  International  Contexts 
The  Virus 
2:00  PM  -  4:00  PM 
H.I.V.  Infection  in  New  England 
Cofactors  in  H.I.V.  Infection 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  4 
9:00  AM  -  12:00  PM 
Testing  and  Screening  for  HJ.V. 
Experimentation;  Confidentiality 
2:00  PM  -  4:00  PM 
Fiscal  Priorities;  Values  in  Education 
Responsibilities  of  Caretakers 


TUESDAY,  MAY  3 
9:00  AM  -  12:00  PM 

The  Costs  of  Care 
The  Continuum  of  Care 
2:00  PM  -  4:00  PM 

At  Risk  Groups: 

I.V.  Drug  Users  &  Pediatric  AIDS 

THURSDAY,  MAY  5 

9:00  AM  -  12:00  PM 
What  Have  We  Learned  and 
Where  do  We  Go  From  Here 
2:00  PM  -  4:00  PM 

Neglected  Agendas: 

Women,  Minorities,  and  Adolescents 


Speakers  Include: 

Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 
Robert  Schooley,  Harvard  Medical  School 
Laureen  Kunches,  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
George  Seage,  Boston  Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals 
Larry  Kessler,  Aids  Action  Committee 
Mary  Ann  Hart,  Executive  Office  of  Human  Services 


Presented  by  the 

New  England  Journal  of  Public  Policy 
& 

John  W.  McCormack  Institute  of  Public  Affairs 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Boston 
For  more  information  call  the  McCormack  Institute:  929-7275 
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“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!’ 

—Arthur  Frttdmon. 
toston  H«ro»d 

‘‘HILARIOUS!’’ 

—John  Ingstrom. 
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“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!’’ 

— Joyce  Kulhowlk, 
WtZ-TV 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  "The  Brinks 
Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of 
Boston,"  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 

Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 

One-day  workshops  the  first  Saturday  of 
each  month.  10  am-4  pm  $55  per  person 

April  2  Siblings  of  Gays  and 
Lesbians 

May  7  Gays,  Lesbians,  and 
their  Parents: 

Handling  Visits, 

Vacations,  and 
Family  Events 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


Club  Cabaret 

presents 


Dianne  Davidson 

She's  a  singer,  songwriter,  musician,  producer-performer 
whose  style  and  range  escape  categorization.  She  performs  a 
wide  variety  of  musical  styles  with  the  same  passion  and 
brilliance.  She  simply  sings  what  hits  her  soul  and  what 
comes  out  is  her  own  style.  Call  it  blues,  rock,  country,  folk, 
"field  and  stream",  or  just  call  it  Dianne. 

One  night.  Tues.  May  3.  Two  performances  at  7:30  p.m.  and 
9:30  p.m.  Ticket  price  is  $8.50.  $4  00  Food/Beverage 
minimum  per  person. 


For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 


Club 


at  the  Club  Cafe 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


Vera,  a  film  by  Sergio  Toledo.  Starring  Ana  Beatriz  Nogueria. 

Out  of  the  celluloid  closet 


Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Film  Festival.  At  the 

Nickelodeon  Cinema.  April  29-May  12. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

ith  independent  movie  theaters 
closing  and  larger  conglomerates 
taking  over  smaller  conglomerates, 
many  people  were  worried  that  Boston  may 
have  seen  the  end  of  the  small,  alternative 
film  festival.  But  this  year  USA  Cinemas, 
and  the  premiere  booker  George  Mansour, 
have  done  it  again  with  the  fourth  annual 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Film  Festival. 

Running  from  April  29  through  May  12  at 
the  Nickelodeon  Cinema,  the  Festival  will 
g  feature  15  films,  almost  all 

■  fllflfUfS!’  t*iem  first  run,  Boston 
premieres.  The  films  range 
from  the  Brazilian  Vera, 
about  a  lesbian  who  wants  to  pass  as  a  man 
but  has  relationship  problems  with  her  lover 
who  insists  that  she  did  not  become  a  lesbian 
to  have  an  affair  with  a  "man,”  to  the 
Canadian  Night  Zoo,  which  looks  at  the  life 
of  a  gay  man  who  makes  his  living  as  a  petty 
crook  as  he  attempts  to  come  to  terms  with 


his  father’s  death.  Night  Zoo  recently  won 
13  Genie  Awards  (the  Canadian  Oscar).  In  a 
Shallow  Grave  is  a  beautiful  retelling  of 
James  Purdy’s  Southern  gothic,  homoerotic 
love  triangle  concerning  a  disfigured  war 
veteran,  a  lonely  widow  and  a  travelling 
handyman.  Je  Tu  II  Elle,  by  lesbian  film¬ 
maker  Chantal  Ackerman,  examines  the  in¬ 
ner  life  of  a  young  French  woman. 

But  what  will  make  this  gay  and  lesbian 
film  festival  quite  different  from  others 
around  the  country  is  the  inclusion  of  overt¬ 
ly  political  films.  Not  All  Parents  Are 
Straight  and  Rights  and  Reactions  are  new 
documentaries  examining  the  lives  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  and  the  personal  and 
politcal  fights  we  face  every  day;  Chuck 
Solomon:  Coming  of  Age  is  an  award¬ 
winning  study  of  a  gay  man  dealing  with 
AIDS  in  his  own  life  and  in  the  lives  of  those 
around  him. 

GCN  movie  critics  Michael  Bronski  and 
Elizabeth  Pincus  especially  recommend: 
Pouvour  Intime,  Je  Tu  II  Elle,  The  Out¬ 
siders,  Night  Zoo,  and  Vera.  □ 


Diva 

Continued  from  back  page 

hard  to  imagine  Jessye  Norman,  or  any 
other  Black  singer,  could  do  the  same  and 
escape  criticism  or  ridicule  even  though  it  is 
more  than  30  years  since  Marian  Anderson 
appeared  at  the  Met,  and  many  Black 
women  singers  have  established  their 
careers. 

Listening  to  Norman  and  looking  at  her 
career  it  struck  me,  as  a  gay  man  who  is  in¬ 
volved  with  and  writes  about  the  arts  and 
popular  culture,  that  there  are  incredible 
similarities  between  Norman’s  position  as  a 
Black  artist  and  those  of  gay  artists.  While 
Norman  did  not  have  the  privilege  of 
deciding  to  "come  out”  as  a  person  of  col¬ 
or,  she,  like  openly  gay  artists,  must  carry 
the  extra  baggage  of  knowing  that  what  she 
does  will  be  judged  on  who  she  is  perceived 
to  be  as  well  as  how  she  performs.  It  is 
understandable  how,  in  that  apocryphal 
story,  Kathleen  Battle  might  not  want  to  be 
a  Black  American  soprano  just  as  gay  artists 
may  not  want  to  be  solely  identified  by  their 
sexuality. 

The  second  thought  I  had  while  attending 
the  concert  was  how  wonderful  it  was  to  sit 
among  so  many  Black  audience  members 
(probably  about  20  percent)  and  how  dif¬ 
ferent  that  was  from  almost  all  of  the 
meetings  and  social  functions  1  attend  spon¬ 
sored  by  progressive  groups  with  active  anti¬ 
racism  policies  and  commitments  to  in¬ 
cluding  people  of  color.  Not  that  these  in¬ 
tentions  are  not  the  best  —  it’s  just  that  the 
realities  are  so  different.  The  pleasure  of 
listening  to  this  great  artist  perform  while 
sitting  in  such  a  diverse  audience  —  Black, 
white,  straight  and  many  openly  identifiable 
gay  and  lesbian  couples  —  was  both 
politically  exciting  and  satisfying.  Although 
such  places  of  “high  culture”  such  as  the 
opera  and  the  symphony  are  seen  by  many 


as  elitist  —  and  it  is  true  that  because  of 
economics  and  accessibility  they  are  manv 
times  not  open  to  all  people  —  it  seemed  to 
be  a  perfect  melding  of  art  and  politics  to  be 
sitting  in  Symphony  Hall  with  this  audience. 

Watching  and  listening  to  Jessye  Norman 
is  a  thrilling  experience.  The  beauty  of  the 
vocal  instrument  is  only  enhanced  by  con¬ 
templating  the  complexity  and  dignity  she 
brings,  not  only  to  the  stage,  but  to  life 
itself.  □ 

Acting  up 

Continued  from  page  6 

are  a  part  of.  This  process  is  starting  to  bear 
fruit.  The  only  way  to  change  policy  on  the 
issue  is  to  build  coalitions  of  people  from 
different  classes,  races  and  sexual  orienta¬ 
tions.” 

He  said  the  upcoming  actions  are  design¬ 
ed  both  to  reach  out  to  people  of  color  and 
to  bring  them  into  ACT  UP  and  ACT 
NOW.  On  May  3,  ACT  UP  will  distribute 
information  at  churches  in  predominantly 
Black  and  Latino  neighborhoods.  And  on 
May  5,  ACT  UP  will  rally  at  the  Harlem 
State  Building,  which  houses  the  State 
Department  of  Corrections,  to  protest  the 
“inhuman”  treatment  of  PWAs  in  prisons. 
“This  must  be  an  ongoing  process.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  for  ACT  UP  to  be  sensitive  to 
cultural  and  linguistic  differences.  We  have 
a  lot  to  offer  these  communities  and  they 
have  a  lot  they  can  offer  back  to  us,”  said 
Thomas. 

Hank  Wilson,  of  AIDS  Action  Pledge  in 
San  Francisco,  said  the  ACT  NOW  events 
do  not  adequately  address  AIDS  treatment 
issues.  He  explained  that  the  events  fail  to 
“help  people  understand  why  we  are  angry” 
and  do  not  bring  the  government’s  failure  to 
make  treatments  available  to  PWAs  into 
clear  focus.  “We  must  begin  spotlighting 
specific  issues  and  not  just  say  ‘wow,  isn’t 

Continued  on  page  1 0 
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tion  about  AIDS  —  such  as  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  (PWAs),  who  and  where  they 
are,  how  many  have  died  —  is  faced  with  a 
problem.  The  most  timely  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  data  by  far  comes  from  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC),  which  issue  weekly 
reports.  But  this  information,  though  seem¬ 
ingly  “objective”  numerical  data,  is  both 
limited  and  biased. 

While  we  feel  that  statistical  information 
about  who  has  AIDS  is  important,  and  will 
publish  the  CDC’s  numbers  regularly  in  the 
pages  of  GCN,  we  feel  it  is  equally  impor¬ 
tant  to  examine  the  ways  the  CDC  data, 
from  its  collection  to  its  presentation, 
obscures  the  realities  of  the  disease’s 
transmission  and  prevalence.  In  addition  to 
the  breakdowns  by  sex,  race  and  transmis¬ 
sion  category,  we  plan  to  feature  other 
statistics  as  well.  In  order  to  present  some  of 
the  many  facets  of  the  epidemic,  we  hope  to 
provide  data  about  geographic  prevalence  in 
the  United  States  and  in  other  countries, 
breakdowns  based  on  disease  diagnosis, 
HIV  status,  life  expectancy  after  diagnosis, 
age,  and  other  factors.  The  list  is  long  and 


will  continue  to  grow  as  the  course  of  the 
epidemic  unfolds. 

Where  the  numbers  come  from 

The  CDC,  based  in  Atlanta,  compile  na¬ 
tional  statistics  on  AIDS  (comparable  data 
is  not  published  for  AIDS-Related  Complex 
—  ARQbased  on  reports  from  state  health 
departments  and  physicians.  Standard 
diagnostic  forms  are  completed  by  physi¬ 
cians  when  they  diagnose  a  case,  and  these 
are  sent  to  state  departments  of  health  or  the 
CDC. 

The  process  of  diagnosis  itself  results  in 
underreporting  of  AIDS  cases.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  when  the  CDC  expanded  their  definition 
of  AIDS  last  year  to  include  many  symp¬ 
toms  and  conditions  previously  classified  as 
ARC  or  not  thought  to  be  related  to  AIDS, 
earlier  statistics  were  not  revised  to  reflect 
the  numbers  of  people  who  had  actually 
died  of  AIDS.  Not  all  physicians  are  ade¬ 
quately  trained  to  make  an  AIDS  diagnosis, 
so  many  people  who  have  AIDS  continue  to 
be  misdiagnosed.  In  addition,  some  doctors 
who  are  motivated  to  protect  their  patients 
from  the  stigma  attached  to  AIDS 
(sometimes  by  patients  themselves,  or  their 
families)  may  be  reluctant  to  report  an 
AIDS  diagnosis.  Other  political  or 
economic  factors  contribute  to  underrepor¬ 
ting.  For  example,  a  recent  New  York  Times 


article  revealed  that  homeless  PWAs  who 
were  staying  in  city  shelters  were  not 
diagnosed  as  having  AIDS  because  they 
would  then  be  excluded  from  the  shelters. 
Housing  specifically  for  PWAs  is  enor¬ 
mously  overburdened. 

In  addition,  many  people  who  lack  access 
to  adequate  medical  care  —  poor  people, 
people  of  color,  IV  drug  users,  prisoners, 
teenagers  and  women  —  will  not  come  in 
contact  with  the  people  who  do  the  repor¬ 
ting  and  will  be  misrepresented  in  the 
statistics.  Prisons,  for  example,  are 
notorious  for  their  failure  to  recognize  and 
report  cases  of  AIDS. 

How  the  numbers  can  mislead 

It  is  also  important  to  examine  how  the 
presentation  of  the  CDC  numbers  is 
distorted.  The  categories  listed  in  the  CDC 
table  inaccurately  represent  data  about 
transmission.  By  presenting  risk  groups 
(primarily  gay/bisexual  men  and  IV  drug 
users)  under  “transmission  categories,”  the 
data  tells  us  little  about  which  high-risk  ac¬ 
tivities  are  associated  with  the  spread  of 
AIDS  and  perpetuates  the  myth  that  certain 
kinds  of  people  are  inherently  carriers  of  the 
disease. 

By  grouping  the  AIDS  data  in  such  a  way, 
we  lose  sight  of  people  who  would  not  neatly 
fit  into  one  of  these  categories.  Figuring  out 


U.S.  Adult/Adolescent  AIDS  Cases 
as  of  April  4,  1988 


Transmission  Other/ 


Categories 

White 

Black 

Hispanic 

Unknown 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%)  Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Homosexual/ 

Bisexual  Male 

27,851 (79) 

5,576(38) 

3,624(45) 

354(68) 

36,605  (69) 

36,605  (64) 

Intravenous  (IV) 

Drug  Abuser 

2,038 (  6) 

5,294(37) 

2,986(37) 

52(10) 

8.108(15) 

2,262(51) 

10,370(18) 

Homosexual  Male 
and  IV  Drug  Abuser 

2,659  (  8) 

1,030  (  7) 

557  (  7) 

21(4) 

4.267  (  8) 

4,267  (  7) 

Hemophilia/ 
Coagulation  Disorder 

487  (  1) 

37  (  0) 

39(0) 

11(2) 

550  (  1) 

24  (  1) 

574  (  1) 

Heterosexual 

cases 

402  (  1) 

1,606(11) 

315 (  4) 

10(2) 

1 ,054  (  2) 

1 ,279  (29) 

2,333  (  4) 

Transfusion, 

Blood/Components 

1.047  (  3) 

21 2  (  1) 

104  (  1) 

35(7) 

910  (  2) 

488(11) 

1 ,398  (  2) 

Undetermined 

668 (  2) 

742(  5) 

359  (  4) 

35(7) 

1.427  (  3) 

377  (  9) 

1,804  (  3) 

Subtotal 
(°/o  of  all  cases] 

34,352(60] 

14,497  [25] 

7,984(14] 

518  [  1] 

52,921  [92] 

4,430  [  8] 

57,351  [100] 

Total  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths:  32,545 


where  certain  cases  would  be  listed  in  the 
CDC’s  framework  can  amount  to  an  odd 
guessing  game  (e.g.  where  would  we  see  a 
case  of  a  lesbian  with  AIDS  whose  partner  is 
an  IV  drug  user?). 

Each  “transmission”  category  also 
reflects  particular  biases: 

Homosexual/Bisexual  Male:  This 
category  obscures  what  actual  activities  - 
these  men  might  have  engaged  in  to  acquire  j 
the  disease,  as  if  simply  being  gay  or  bisexual  J 
is  risky  business.  This  category’s  focus  on  j 
group  identification  rather  than  activity  also  !' 
perpetuates  ignorance  and  denial  among 
men  who  may  identify  as  straight  but  have 
had  sex  with  other  men.  It  conveys  to  them 
that  they  are  not  at  risk  (because  they  aren’t 
“gay”  or  “bisexual”)  and  that  they  can  ig¬ 
nore  information  about  safer  sex  practices. 

IV  Drug  Abuser:  The  CDC  offer  moral 
judgments  in  their  presentation  of  statistical  | 
data  by  identifying  IV  drug  users  as 
“abusers.”  (One  AIDS  activist  commented 
that  this  is  comparable  to  having  a  transmis-  ! 
sion  category  labeled  “sexual  pervert.”) 
This  category  obscures  what  actual 
behaviors  may  have  transmitted  AIDS 
among  the  reported  cases.  For  instance, 
though  this  is  the  category  with  the  highest 
rate  of  transmission  for  women,  it  is  not  ac¬ 
tually  clear  whether  some  of  the  IV-drug- 
using  women  contracted  AIDS  through  sex¬ 
ual  contact  (rather  than  shared  needles  or 
works)  with  other  IV  drug  users.  According 
to  the  CDC’s  hierarchy  of  transmission 
categories,  as  long  as  a  woman  with  AIDS 
has  a  history  of  IV  drug  use,  this  is  the 
category  to  which  she  is  assigned.  This  flaw 
could  distort  the  statistics  for  heterosexual 
transmission,  giving  rise  to  dangerously 
misleading  theories  —  like  the  one  put  forth 
by  Robert  Gould  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Cosmopolitan  magazine  —  that  vaginal  in¬ 
tercourse  is  safe. 

Homosexual  Male  and  IV  Drug  Abuser: 
While  this  category  exists  for  cases  in  which 
the  primary  mode  of  transmission  cannot  be 
determined,  in  all  likelihood  all  the  other 
transmission  categories  include  many  cases 
of  multiple  risks.  Since  this  is  the  only 
published  category  with  more  than  one  risk 
factor,  it  implies  that  here  lies  the  only 
transmission  uncertainty.  The  obscurity  of 
transmission  data  for  multiple-risk  com¬ 
munities  seriously  limits  the  effectiveness  of 
prevention/education  programs. 

The  ways  the  CDC  further  break  down 
AIDS  cases  are  also  fraught  with  biases.  The 
most  glaring  example  is  the  subcategory  of 
race  called  “other/unknown.”  More  than 
three  fourths  of  the  cases  listed  in  this 
category  are  Asian/Pacific  Islander  (335) 
and  American  Indian/Alaskan  Native  (57). 
Putting  these  groups  in  the 
“unknown/other”  category  trivializes  their 
importance  and  thwarts  education  efforts 
among  them  by  obscuring  important 
transmission  information.  We  welcome 
your  input  about  the  CDC  numbers  we  print 
and  suggestions  about  statistical  informa¬ 
tion  you  would  like  to  see.  □ 


IT  TAKES  TWO 

TO  TANGO 

BUT  30  MAKES  A 
GREAT  I.O.  PARTY 

BY  CHRISTOPHER  WITTKE 


On  a  Saturday  night  in  early  April,  a 
crowd  of  about  30  gay  men  met  for  a 
jack-off  party  in  a  large  Cambridge 
apartment.  A  friend  of  a  friend  had  called 
with  the  invitation  to  a  leather/levi  J.O.  par¬ 
ty  that  would  be  taking  place  the  first  Satur¬ 
day  of  the  month.  Apparently  the  group  had 
organized  three  such  parties  before  and  each 
was  more  successful  than  the  last.  We  were 
given  the  first  name  of  the  host,  the  address 
of  the  apartment  and  told  to  bring  whatever 
toys  we  wanted.  Beer  and  munchies  would 
be  on  hand. 

My  lover,  who  has  a  very  healthy  appetite 
for  sex  betrays  his  Southern  Baptist/South 
Carolina  roots  by  developing  a  case  of  the 
vapors  when  the  subject  comes  up  for 
discussion.  Sex  is  generally  something  to  be 
|  felt,  seen  even  (if  the  men  in  the  porn  videos 
|  are  hot  enough),  but  not  heard  about  in 
1  polite  conversation.  So  when  Bruno  con¬ 


tacted  us  the  week  before  the  party  I  leapt  at 
the  offer  on  behalf  of  my  lover  and  myself. 

“All  right!”  I  squealed,  “I’ve  been 
waiting  for  this  forever.  Can  you  imagine? 
This  is  going  to  be  so  hot,  I  can  hardly  stand 
it!”  My  response  was  symptomatic  of  my 
Connecticut/Recovering  Catholic  roots; 
tantalized  by  even  the  thought  of  something 
sexual,  I  am  able  to  whip  myself  into  an  an¬ 
ticipatory  frenzy  and  save  the  guilt  until 
right  after  the  orgasm. 

My  lover  was  characteristically  silent  and 
just  a  little  pale. 

“This  is  going  to  be  great... I  can  hardly 
wait,”  I  enthused. 

We  arrived  at  the  party  exactly  at  its  10 
p.m.  starting  point.  I  figured  there’s  no 
sense  in  being  fashionably  late  to  a  J.O.  par¬ 
ty,  you  never  know  what  you  might  miss. 
My  lover  was  visibly  nervous,  in  fact,  his  lips 


were  trembling  and  his  face  was  twitching.  1 
have  to  admit  to  experiencing  some  but¬ 
terflies  in  the  stomach.  And  the  sentimental 
side  of  me  kept  reminding  myself  that  this 
was  going  to  be  my  one  and  only  first  J.O. 
party.  I  hadn’t  felt  so  virginal  in  ages! 

A  dark  curtain  had  been  placed  inside  the 
entrance  way  so  that  latecomers  could  be  ad¬ 
mitted  without  exposing  the  goings  on  to 
people  outside.  Those  entering  were  asked 
who  had  invited  them  and  then  told  to  sign 
in  (first  names  only)  on  a  guest  list.  Grocery 
bags  had  been  set  near  the  entry  way  for  an 
optional  clothing  check. 

Other  curtains  had  been  hung  strategical¬ 
ly  to  delineate  separate  spaces,  about  five  in 
all  between  the  first  floor  and  the  upper 
levels  of  the  apartment.  A  sign  hanging  in 
the  living  room  read:  “No  sucking,  fucking 
or  penetration,  we  insist!” 

Continued  on  page  10 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 

Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging. 

kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex, 
masturbation  (solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using 
your  own  vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys 
and  s/m,  butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy 
scenes,  bondage  and  other  activities  that  do 
not  involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner's  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood 
drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to 
enter  your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in 
your  skin. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as 
mono  and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
the  exchange  of  vaginal  secretions,  saliva, 
urine  and  feces. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises 
and  for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys. 
Use  water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
for  licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Using 
nonoxynol-9  or  other  spermicides  with 
condoms  and  latex  barriers  may  add  extra 
protection. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS 
with  potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses 
(such  as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia),  may  benefit  from 
general  good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of 
rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol, 
poppers  and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Sex  between  men 

Use  a  condom  for  fucking  or  being  fucked 
(genital-anal  contact). 

Use  a  condom  for  sucking  or  being  sucked 
(oral-genital  contact). 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal 
penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use 
latex  gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  may  be 
associated  with  rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  — 
use  a  latex  barrier.  Risk  may  also  be 
associated  with  watersports  (urine)  in  the 
mouth,  rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share 
dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use 


condoms  or  dean  toys  with  a  solution  of  one 
part  bleach  to  nine  parts  water. 

Sex  between  women 

For  licking/sucking  cunts,  use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex 
materials)  between  the  genital  area  and 
mouth.  Be  especially  careful  to  avoid  the 
exchange  of  menstrual  blood. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (vaginal  or  anal 
penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use 
latex  gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  may  be 
associated  with  rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  — 
use  a  latex  barrier.  Risk  may  also  be 
associated  with  watersports  (urine)  in  the 
mouth,  rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share 
dildos,  vibrators  and  other  sex  toys,  use 
condoms  or  clean  toys  with  a  solution  of  one 
part  bleach  to  nine  parts  water. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and 
works  into  100%  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Sources 

For  these  guidelines,  the  GCN  AIDS  Committee  reviewed 
and  interpreted  safer  sex  literature  produced  by  the 
organizations  and  individuals  listed  below: 

AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Massachusetts  (Boston) 
Charlottesville  AIDS  Resource  Network  (American  Col¬ 
lege  Health  Association)  (Charlottesville) 

Community  Health  Awareness  Group  (Detroit) 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (New  York) 

Haight-Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic  (San  Francisco) 

Health  Education  Resource  Organization  (Baltimore) 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(Washington) 

Patton,  Cindy  and  Kelly,  Janis  —  Making  It:  A  Woman's 
Guide  to  Sex  in  the  Age  of  AIDS,  Firebrand  Sparks 
Pamphlet  #2 

Rhode  Island  Project/AIDS  (Providence) 

San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation  (San  Francisco) 

San  Francisco  Department  of  Public  Health  (ail  Medical 
Services  (San  Francisco) 

Spectrum  (Washington) 

Substance  Abuse  and  AIDS  Task  Force  (San  Francisco) 
Third  World  AIDS  Advisory  Task  Force  (San  Francisco) 
Women's  AIDS  Network  (San  Francisco) 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342  7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  Boston:  (817)  437-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce, 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington, 
D.C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women’s  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


MODERN  J.O. 
HISTORY  101 


The  San  Francisco  and  New  York 
.lacks  are  gav  men’s  organizations 
devoted  to  exploring  masturbation. 
One  of  the  first  “sex  positive"  responses 
to  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  the  early  '80s, 
these  two  venerable  organizations  are 
still  thriving  today.  Functioning  in  much 
the  same  way  as  the  bath  culture  has  in 
the  gay  male  community,  the  Jacks’  phil¬ 
osophy  is  influenced  more  by  pleasure 
than  fear  of  contagion.  Dedicated  to  the 
joy  of  cruising,  and  ol'liberating  the  id  in 
a  treasure  trove  of  hedonistic  abandon, 
the  Jacks  parties  are  just  like  the  baths 
except  for  that  one  crucial  detail.  Mast¬ 
urbation  is  the  activity,  the  only  activity, 
and  a  very  hot  activity  at  that. 

It’s  kind  of  surprising  to  realize  that 
there  aren’t  Jacks  groups  with  hundreds 
of  members  in  every  city.  To  put  it  into 
perspective,  look  at  any  national  gay 
guide  from  the  mid-seventies  until 


around  1980  and  you’ll  see  pages  of  bath¬ 
house  listings  with  many  establishments 
in  the  least  likely  of  places.  Of  course, 
many  of  the  baths  have  gone,  or  been  leg¬ 
islated  out  of  business,  but  one  would 
think  capitalism  would  have  discovered 
and  exploited  the  jack-off market  in  spite 
of  the  anti-sex,  anti-pleasure,  anti-homo- 
sexuality  stance  of  Reagan’s  America. 
Instead,  organizations  like  the  Jacks 
have  grown  to  meet  the  demand.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  so  many  people  have 
bought  the  illusion  that  AIDS  has  some¬ 
how  made  us  all  “more  serious  about 
relationships,”  there  is  a  need  for  these 
activities  and  a  growing  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  happily  willing  to  admit  it.  As  yet,  no 
organization  is  calling  itself  the  Boston 
Jacks,  but  in  the  best  grassroots  tradi¬ 
tion,  smaller  groups  are  at  last  springing 
up  outside  of  the  pleasure-for-dollars 
marketplace.  □  — Christopher  Wittke 


DOING  IT 
TOGETHER 

ANOTHER  LOOK  AT 
SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE 


AIDS  has  dramatically  changed  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  For  many  of 
us,  the  loss  of  health,  the  loss  of  life 
and  the  fear  of  illness  are  overwhelming.  At 
the  same  time,  we  continue  to  struggle  to  live 
with  AIDS,  to  fight  its  spread  and  right  wing 
political  manipulation,  to  come  to  terms 
with  our  sadness,  and  to  care  for  ourselves 
and  each  other.  Thinking  about  safer  sex 
and  IV  drug  use  is  a  piece  of  this  enormous 
task  we  confront  daily  —  whether  we  have 
AIDS  or  ARC,  have  tested  positive  for  HIV 
(the  virus  widely  believed  to  cause  AIDS), 
have  tested  negative  for  HIV,  believe  we  are 
at  risk  for  infection,  don’t  know  what  our 
risk  might  be,  believe  we  are  at  low  risk,  or 
love  people  who  need  information. 

Our  decisions  about  safer  sex  and  drug 
use  shouldn’t  be  dependent  on  doctors  and 
tests;  all  of  us  may  be  at  risk  for  AIDS 
and/or  other  sexually  transmitted  or  drug- 
related  illnesses.  All  of  us  need  to  try  to  take 
care  of  our  health  and  need  to  make  our  own 
decisions  about  our  sex  lives. 

So,  this  issue  of  GCN  inaugurates  a  long 
overdue  safer  sex  and  IV  drug  use  guideline 
section.  It  will  be  printed  weekly  in  the 
classifieds  portion  of  the  paper,  and  mon¬ 
thly  in  the  features  pages  along  with  safer  sex 
anecdotes,  tips  on  how  to  have  pre-sex  con¬ 
versations  about  risk  for  AIDS  and  other  ill¬ 
nesses,  and  information  about  studies  on 
the  relationship  between  various  practices 
and  AIDS. 

The  guidelines  sub-committee  of  GCN’s 
Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS  hopes  our 
approach  is  as  sex-positive  as  possible.  We 
want  to  confront  the  prevailing  “no  sex  is 
best”  attitude,  and  we  challenge  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  idea  that  those  of  us  who  have 
AIDS  shouldn’t  have  sex  or  must  necessarily 
take  different  precautions  than  people  who 
don’t  have  AIDS.  For  example,  while  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  illnesses  like  mono  or 
hepatitis  are  far  more  dangerous  to  people 
with  AIDS  than  to  people  whose  immune 
system  is  intact,  it  may  make  sense  for  many 
people  who  do  not  have  AIDS  to  choose  to 
take  precautions  against  such  illnesses. 

Our  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  use  a  range  of 
language,  hoping  everyone  can  relate  to 
some  of  it.  Finally,  we  encourage  your  feed¬ 
back  and  contributions  to  this  new  safer  sex 
and  IV  drug  use  column.  We  hope  it  will 
evolve  as  readers  respond  and  as  new  infor¬ 
mation  becomes  available. 

Assessing  our  individual  risk  for  AIDS 
and  for  other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  toward 
using  any  set  of  guidelines.  This  includes 
taking  stock  of  our  sexual  and  drug  use 
histories  and  that  of  our  past  and  current 
sexual  partners;  if  we  don’t  know  the  history 
of  past  partners,  we  have  to  decide  whether 
to  consider  the  lack  of  information  an  in¬ 
dicator  of  risk.  For  current  partners,  it 
means  talking  about  past  and  current  prac¬ 
tices.  Any  blood  transfusion  received  before 
March  of  1985  may  also  be  a  risk  factor. 

Each  of  us  also  has  to  think  about  his  or 
her  body’s  general  health  to  figure  out  level 
of  risk.  In  assessing  overall  health,  take  into 
account  the  fact  that  alcohol,  cigarettes,  and 
other  drugs  reduce  the  body’s  ability  to  Fight 
illness,  as  do  inadequate  nutrition,  “stress” 
and  lack  of  exercise.  It’s  also  essential  to 
know  the  specific  condition  of  various  body 
parts.  For  example,  a  cut  or  infection  in  the 
mouth  may  lead  to  a  decision  not  to  deep 
kiss.  Similarly,  be  aware  of  any  indication  of 


stomach  or  throat  problems.  Checking 
health  status  every  day  should  become  part 
of  our  routines. 

The  fact  that  each  person’s  health  and 
sexual  history  is  different  makes  general 
guidelines  very  difficult  —  in  fact,  impossible. 
Complicating  the  issue  are  the  unknowns 
about  AIDS  transmission  —  while  we  seem 
to  have  solid  facts  on  the  dangers  of  anal  in¬ 
tercourse,  for  example,  the  risks  associated 
with  wet  kissing  are  far  from  clear.  Our 
guidelines  aren’t  the  last  word  on  anything, 
but  we  hope  they  will  be  another  starting 
point  for  individual  risk  assessment. 

So  what  about  kissing  anyway?  Our  com¬ 
mittee  wrangled  for  a  long  time  about  that 
one.  We  noted  that  there  is  no  evidence  wet 
kissing  or  exchange  of  saliva  causes  AIDS 
infection.  But  then  again,  we  told  each 
other,  HIV  has  been  found  in  small  quan¬ 
tities  in  saliva  —  and  kissing  can  facilitate 
transmission  of  hepatitis,  mono  and  herpes. 
These  illnesses  could  be  devastating  to  those 
of  us  who  have  AIDS  or  ARC  or  whose  im¬ 
mune  system  is  otherwise  weakened.  And 
any  illness  that  taxes  immunity  may  make 
AIDS  a  greater  risk.  So  how  should  we  talk 
about  wet  kissing?  Categorize  it  as  unsafe 
and  perhaps  play  into  the  “everything  will 
kill  you”  bandwagon?  Or  say  it’s  safe  and 
smooth  over  the  possible  dangers?  As  our 
guidelines  show,  we  decided  we  couldn’t 
categorically  describe  wet  kissing  as  safe, 
although  again,  decisions  about  kissing  will 
depend  on  each  person’s  health,  history, 
partners  and  their  partner’s  history. 

While  our  guidelines  cover  a  wide  range 
of  possible  ways  of  contracting  AIDS  and 
other  illnesses,  they  focus  on  those 
behaviors  that  involve  exposure  to  blood  or 
semen,  the  most  likely  routes  of  AIDS 
transmission.  While  getting  fucked  in  the  ass 
without  a  condom  appears  to  be  the  most 
dangerous  sexual  activity,  vaginal  inter¬ 
course,  oral  sex  with  a  menstruating  woman 
and  oral  sex  with  a  man  can  also  be  con¬ 
sidered  high-risk  behaviors  if  no  latex  is  in 
the  picture. 

Rimming  and  anal-fist  fucking  are  par¬ 
ticularly  troublesome  areas.  They  fall  into 
widely  varying  categories  in  safer  sex 
literature  and  neither  of  these  behaviors 
alone  has  been  documented  to  transmit 
AIDS.  However,  rimming  or  oral-anal  con¬ 
tact  can  transmit  amoebiasis  and  hepatitis. 
Like  diseases  spread  through  wet  kissing, 
these  illnesses  may  damage  the  immune 
system  or  be  seriously  debilitating  for  those 
of  us  who  have  AIDS  or  ARC.  Similarly, 
damage  to  the  rectal  tract  during  fisting  can 
be  dangerous  if  followed  by  anal  intercourse 
without  a  condom  —  the  fisting  may  in¬ 
crease  vulnerability  to  AIDS  transmission 
afterwards.  Again,  while  we  don’t  want  to 
contribute  to  the  already  pervasive  anal- 
phobia,  these  practices  can  contribute  to 
AIDS  risk  as  well  as  risk  for  other  illnesses. 

Similarly,  watersports  and  scat  are  safest 
on  unbroken  skin,  although  neither  urine 
nor  feces  have  been  shown  to  carry  HIV  or 
transmit  AIDS.  The  problem  is  that  these 
activities  may  lead  to  other  infections. 

Sharing  IV  drug  works  that  may  be  con¬ 
taminated  is  very  risky.  In  the  absence  of 
clean  free  needles,  it’s  crucial  to  carefully 
clean  works  after  every  use.  Our  guidelines 
on  intravenous  drug  use  describe  different 
ways  to  do  that. 

We  welcome  responses  to  our  guidelines 
—  please  tell  us  what  you  think  and  please 
consider  contributing  to  this  new 
column.  □ 


* 


J.O.  party 

Continued  from  centerspread 

There  were  about  ten  people  congregating 
in  the  dimly-lit  living  room  section,  while  a 
video  called  Leather  and  Sweat  and  the  se¬ 
cond  Bronski  Beat  album  were  playing  in 
another  section.  My  lover  and  I  sat  next  to 
each  other  and  made  small  talk  along  the 
lines  of  “Gee,  this  is  interesting,”  and 
“Isn’t  that  a  cute  sign?” 

All  of  the  guests  made  nervous  eye  con¬ 
tact  but  at  this  point  there  was  no  sign  of 
overt  sexual  behavior.  It  was  vaguely 
reminiscent  of  the  seventh  grade  dances 
where  the  students  just  stared  at  one  another 
for  the  first  four  songs  and  then  Mary  Alice 
Choquette  and  I  would  bravely  take  to  the 
floor  and  bounce  up  and  down  in  what  we 
liked  to  consider  a  “dancing  style.”  In  other 
words,  it  was  just  like  the  Boston  Ramrod 
on  a  Saturday  night. 

But  was  my  role  at  this  party  to  be  the 
same  as  in  seventh  grade?  Would  I  have  to 
be  the  first  to  whip  it  out  and  start  whack¬ 
ing?  What  would  Mary  Alice  Choquette 
think  of  me  now?  Fortunately,  our  host  ap¬ 
peared  from  behind  the  curtain  completely 
naked  and  said  “Okay,  let’s  get  going,”  or 
something  to  that  effect.  It  takes  guts  to 
break  the  ice  in  the  nude,  and  I  respected  it. 

The  doorbell  rang  periodically  and  people 
dressed  in  various  leather  and  denim  ac¬ 
couterments  entered.  People  drifted  toward 
the  video  area  and  others  wandered 
upstairs.  Containers  of  Foreplay  lubricant 
and  paper  towels  had  been  placed 
strategically  about  the  premises.  The  sound 
of  the  occasional  spank  and  groan  of 
pleasure  drifted  from  the  upper  levels. 

Of  course  I  had  to  go  investigate.  Leaving 
my  lover  talking  quietly  about  his  job  in 
the  kitchen,  the  poor  dear,  I  drifted  to  the 
bedroom  where  I  discovered  that  chains, 
hand  and  leg  cuffs  had  been  attached  to  the 
bed.  A  sign  was  posted  above  which  read, 
“Please,  for  everyone’s  safety,  keep  your  jiz 
to  yourself!”  The  thrill  of  watching  the 
spanker  and  the  spankee,  as  well  as  those 
watching  them  melted  away  the  last  of  my 
inhibitions. 

A  friend  once  described  the  infamous 
Mineshaft  in  New  York  as  being  like  a 
bakery  in  which  all  of  the  aromas  and  sights 
make  it  difficult  to  chose  one  special  treat. 
That  was  what  this  party  was  like.  After 
walking  among  several  men  of  all  shapes 
and  sizes  with  my  dick  hanging  out,  I  felt 
camaraderie,  validation  and  extremely  hor¬ 
ny.  My  lover  warmed  up,  too,  and  also  join¬ 
ed  in  the  festivities. 

At  one  point  I  was  sitting  on  the  corner  of 
the  bed,  masturbating  myself.  I  was  wat¬ 
ching  my  lover  jack  off  with  someone  else, 
and  the  host  was  dressed  in  leather  chaps 
and  leaning  against  the  wall  and  his  dick  was 
about  half  a  foot  from  my  face.  Three  men 
were  about  a  foot  behind  my  left  shoulder 
trading  off  spanks  on  each  others  butts,  and 
a  guy  who  looked  like  he  was  a  living  Calvin 
Klein  underwear  ad,  replete  with  perfectly 
white  briefs  was  getting  his  pecs  punched, 
hard ,  and  moaning  in  enjoyment.  At  that 
exact  moment  I  made  eye  contact  with  my 
lover,  who  grinned  at  me,  and  I  thought,  “It 
doesn’t  get  much  better  than  this.” 

It  wasn’t  long  after  this  that  the  very  at¬ 
tractive  Daddy-type  in  the  harness  and  cap 
gave  everyone  a  demonstration  in  the  Sen¬ 
sual  Application  of  Clothespins  with  yours 
truly  as  the  model.  A  boy’s  reputation  is  his 
best  friend,  but  I’d  lost  mine  years  ago. ..and 
1  think  it  gave  my  lover  some  ideas! 

Among  the  first  to  arrive  and  the  last  to 
leave,  my  lover  and  1  experienced  our  first 
J.O.  party  as  an  exciting  and  positive  event. 
A  houseful  of  homy  men  experimenting 
with  each  other  —  enjoying  the  freedom 
without  the  worry  —  is  an  experience  that  all 
gay  men,  and  anyone  who  struggles  with  the 
“limitations”  of  safe  sex,  should  enjoy. 
This  particular  group  was,  I  imagine,  largely 
middle  class,  mostly  (but  not  exclusively) 
white,  and  limited  to  friends  of  friends’ 


word  of  mouth  contact.  Those  who  weren’t 
s/m  afficianados  weren’t  coerced  into  feel¬ 
ing  uncool,  they  were  able  to  find  their  fun 
in  whatever  ways  they  chose.  I  hope  that 
J.O.  parties  become  so  prevalent  that 
everyone  will  be  afforded  the  opportunity 
for  this  kind  of  pleasure  and  bonding.  In 
spite  of  how  much  fun  the  experience  was, 
on  some  level  I  felt  sad  that  there  wasn’t  a 
larger  arena,  some  bigger  place  with  room 
for  hundreds  of  men  to  explore  safer  sex. 
The  epidemic  serves  to  emphasize  our  in¬ 
credible  commonalities:  that  we  are  all 
vulnerable,  and  we  all  must  weigh  the  op¬ 
tions  and  make  the  right  choices  for 
ourselves.  It  is  truly  inspiring  to  be  in  a 
roomful  of  people  committed  to  the  well¬ 
being  and  the  enjoyment  of  each  other,  as 
well  as  themselves.  □ 

Acting  up 

Continued  from  page  7 
AIDS  terrible,”’  said  Wilson 

Wilson  pointed  out  that  the  Federal  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  has  thus  far  refused 
to  speed  up  its  drug  approval  process,  mak¬ 
ing  many  potentially  “life  prolonging” 
therapies  unavailable  to  PWAs.  He  added 
that  if  a  foreign  scientist  makes  a  major 
treatment  breakthrough  under  current  FDA 
guidelines,  it  would  take  months  or  years 
before  it  could  be  used  by  PWAs  in  this 
country.  “Hundreds  of  people  die  every 
week.  Delays  of  this  kind  are  not  acceptable. 
When  will  people  wake  up  and  realize  that 
we  must  focus  on  treatments  to  save  lives 
now?”  said  Wilson. 

A  national  network  forms 

Despite  criticism  of  the  protests,  most  ac¬ 
tivists  agreed  that  the  actions  are  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  in  launching  the  first  nationally- 
coordinated  response  to  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

ACT  UP/NY,  founded  in  March  1987, 
has  served  as  a  model  for  more  than  300 
groups  which  have  sprung  up  around  the 
country  since  the  March  On  Washington. 
ACT  NOW  was  formed  to  coordinate,  via 
telephone  and  computer  hookups,  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  local  groups.  ACT  NOW  member 
organizations  can  hook  into  a  computer  net¬ 
work  called  Peacenet,  which  helps  the 
groups  maintain  up-to-date  information 
about  on-going  AIDS  organizing.  Said 
Miles,  “This  is  just  the  kick-off.  We  will  use 
this  system  to  mobilize  quickly  to  fight  for 
the  release  of  drugs,  to  fight  news  black-outs 
in  this  country,  to  pressure  the  government 
into  doing  something.” 

Ball  told  GCN  the  New  York  group  serv¬ 
ed  as  “flashpoint  of  a  national  movement. 
We  have  simply  shown  people  that  they  can 
channel  their  rage.  People  were  doing  a  lot 
of  grieving,  but  had  no  focus.” 

AIDS  activists  told  GCN  they  were  in¬ 
spired  by  the  emergence  of  the  different 
groups  around  the  country.  “We  are  em¬ 
powered  by  learning  what  others  are  doing 
and  they  are  empowered  by  us,”  said  Miles. 
He  said  many  groups  are  organizing  ‘  ‘inspir¬ 
ing”  protests,  finding  new  ways  to  portray 
and  combat  the  epidemic. 

Highlights  of  national  actions 

ACT  UP/San  Diego  and  ACT  UP/Los 
Angeles  are  planning  a  May  5  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  at  the  U.S. -Mexican  border  in 
California  to  protest  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service’s  (INS)  HIV  policy 
of  testing  all  immigrants.  ACT  UP  is  work¬ 
ing  with  a  Tiajuana  lesbian  and  gay  group  to 
organize  the  event,  said  member  John  Fall. 

ACT  UP/Los  Angeles  also  plans  guerilla 
theater  at  the  California  Republican  Party 
headquarters  on  April  29,  satirizing 
homophobic  Gov.  George  Deukmejian  and 
U.S.  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.) 
as  well  as  Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis.  Presidential  candidate  Jesse 
Jackson  will  address  an  AIDS  rally  at  the 
state  capital  in  Sacramento  on  May  7. 

We  The  People,  the  first  lesbian  and  gay 
organization  in  Orlando,  Fla.  plans  a  April 
23  demonstration  at  Langford  Park,  the  site 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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OREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

K  -i* 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


Lady  Jane’s 
Inn 


•  Large  lovely  rooms 

•  Private  full  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Free  parking 

•  Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 

•  Steps  from  bay  beach 

•  Open  year  round 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated^ 

TV 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


Announcing 

ELEGANCE 

STYLE 

DISTINCTION 

NIGHTLIFE 


This  season 

there  is  no  holding  back 


477  Yarmouth  Rd.  Hyannis,  MA  •  Rte.  6  •  Exit  7  •  15  Miles  on  Flight  •  (617)  775-9835 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


2  South  Bay 

BOU 

Veterinary 

1  Group 

oft 

587  Tremont  Street  South  End 

Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 

Louis.  J.  Guida  DVM 

BOSTON'S  FULL-SERVICE 

VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

ffi  M 

iP.Ui  (Jrfr-rL 

266-6619 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 

1  Mon -Sat.  by  appointment 

J  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

J]  AVAILABLE 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


Insurance 


AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 
★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans 

★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 

BROOKLINE  ROSLINDALE 

241  Washington  St.  4521  Washington  St. 

731-1015  323-0800 


ALLSTON 
168a  Brighton  Ave. 

782-0400 


Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 

CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 


AT  US/  C 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


f  WHAT'S  IT  TO  ME  ?f  D  yoU  TWfWK  OUR.  RELA 

TIVE5  W0UJ>  fi/UE  US  ELECTRIC  FOkIDUE  POD 
AkH>TUPP£RWAR£  IF  WE  COT  MAKRI&D  ? 
WOULD  YOU*.  MSAUH  WSUKANCf  COVER  ME  ? 

couu>  Nt  file  a  Joirrr  income  tax  return  ? 

,  WHAT  |F  WE  V/WIXD  td  ADOPT  A  KID? 


OKAY,  I  GET  THE  POINT. 
But  do nt  Mxj  think 
WE  .SHOULD  FIGHT  FOR 
THOSE  RIGHTS  INSTEAD 
OF  TRASHING  FfcfLE  W|o 


[n Of  i  Don't  wanva  Fight  td  re 

like  ozzirAwpWAWUCTf  weneedto 
ABOLISH  COUFtEHOOD  AND  MARRIAGE 
AND  THE  NUCLEAR  BAHILy  IN  ORDER  To 

Realize  our  true  human  PotektiaO 

"  GAm  LIVE  IW,  UH...  CQMMUIFSS 

Ip4G. 


Acting  up 

Continued  from  page  10 

of  frequent  police  harassment  of  gay  men 
who  use  the  park  as  a  cruising  area.  Alfredo 
Martinez-Garcia  of  We  The  People  said  the 
group  was  also  organizing  the  first-ever  gay 
pride  march  in  Orlando  for  June. 

In  Massachusetts,  Mass  ACT  OUT  plans 
a  demonstration  at  Dukakis  campaign  head¬ 
quarters  in  Boston,  according  to  Mass.  ACT 
OUT  member  Mike  Friedman.  The  group 
will  also  demonstrate  at  the  British  con¬ 
sulate  to  protest  the  British  Parliament’s 


Clause  29,  which  forbids  local  authorities 
from  “promoting  homosexuality.” 

ACT  OUT/Rhode  Island  plans  a  May  6 
protest  at  the  State  House  in  Providence  to 
protest  legislation  mandating  HIV  testing 
and  contact  tracing.  The  legislation  would 
allow  the  state  police  department  to  keep  a 
list  of  people  who  test  HIV-positive  and  re¬ 
quire  them  to  “act  responsibly.” 

For  specific  dates  and  times  of  Boston 
events,  see  the  Calendar  in  this  issue.  For  in¬ 
formation  on  other  actions  nation-wide, 
contact  ACT  NOW  in  San  Francisco  at 
(415)  547-7973. 


□filed  from  Boston 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

M.R.! 

Can  hardly  wait  until  this  weekend  in  Provincetown.  So 
glad  you’re  out  and  about. _ (40) 

Lesbian  mother  on  welfare  seeks  occasional  childcare 
help  for  free  or  very  cheap  for  two  year  old  girl  in  my 
home  in  J.P.  would  consider  swapping  childcare  if  you 
have  a  2-6  year  old.  522-2626. _ (41) 

HAPPY  B-DAY  BEAR! 

Yes,  I  do  mean  you  and  yes  it’s  me  finally  making  good 
on  that  threat/promise.  In  case  there  are  other  bears  out 
there  with  B-days:  thank  you  for  sticking  thru  two  years 
of  hell,  operations,  hospitals,  Drs,  and  my  generally 
mutilated  spinal  cord  —  that  should  resolve  any  am- 
biguiies  —  unless  there  are  other  hurtin’  puppy  dogs  out 
there.  Next  year  has  to  be  better! _ (40) 

PAT  BO!  OUR  BEAN 

We  miss  your  smelly  belly  and  fried  eggs.  Please  say 
“Pie,”  for  us.  Can’t  wait  till  Spring  Fling  to  give  you 
hugs  and  wet  kisses.  Love,  The  Iowa  Bo’s. _ (40) 

L.  Are  there  any  in  seacost  area?  44,  active,  kind,  warm, 
caring,  tired  of  livng  life  alone.  Looking  for  womon  of 
similar  heart  who  wants  love  in  her  life.  Can’t  hurt  to 
write!  49C  BAP  Somersworth,  NH  03878.  No  age.  (41) 


PERSONALS 


A.G.:  Muchas  gracias.  C.W. 


(40) 


CHULITA 

I’ll  be  missing  you  like  a  bug  on  a  rug.  Rendezvous  May 
14.  Stir  the  pot  plus.  Besitos.  Cielo  Undo.  P.S.  I  won’t 
forget  to  leave  a  t-shirt  and  panties. _ (40) 

BRENDA 

Ain’t  got  no  gloves.  Ain’t  got  no  hat.  Yikes!  Can’t  wait 
to  see  you  eat  bbq  (how  do  neatniks  do  it?)  Your 
southern  splunker _ (40) 

FELICE  CUMPLEANOS! 

Have  a  fun  29th  querida!  You’re  the  cutest.  And  thanks 
mucho  for  the  summer  duds.  Love,  Jenna. _ (40) 

Longing  for  hot  hot  hot  times  with  androgynous  funny 
tender  dyke  willing  to  speak  her  mind.  Lots  of  laughs 
and  down-to-earth  talk  guaranteed.  Political  interests 
and  jock  inclinations  a  plus.  Write  GCN  Box  303.  (40) 

Bright  LF  early  twenties,  warm,  attractive,  seeking  kind 
woman  with  sense  of  humor  to  share  evening  walks,  din¬ 
ing  out  and  great  conversation  —  monogamous  relation¬ 
ship.  Age  no  concern.  Please  write:  P.O.  Box  4932 
Natick,  Mass.  01760. _ (40) 

THE  GIRLILLAS 

WANT  A  LF,  Bl-  OR  STRAIGHT  DRUMMER 

For  heavy  S  +  M  scene  (Satire  +  Music)  You  do  B  +  D 
(Bongos  +  Drums).  Traps  a  must.  Discreet  eve.  rehear¬ 
sals.  Pop/Rock/Latin/Etc.  7-women  band  playing 

together  5  yrs.  at  benefits,  political  rallies,  clubs  and 
parties  1  or  2x/m.  Our  material  reflects  gay,  feminist 
and  left  concerns.  Auditions  Sat.  May  7.  Call  before 
May  1 .  Lynn  -  254-6807,  Kate  -  629-2415. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge.  MA  021 39. _ (16.33) 


COACH  DYKE  SOFTBALL 

Fun  and  hot  lesbian  softball  team  seeks  coach.  You 
should  be  interested  in  working  with  a  cooperative  team 
including  players  of  different  abilities  (advanced  begin¬ 
ner  to  excellent)  on  improving  hitting  and  fielding  skills. 
Season  starts  in  May.  Call  Lindsey  at  783-7131  or  Laurie 
at  864-1466  ASAP, _ (40) 

Affectionate  gay  man,  25,  quietly  playful,  enjoys  out¬ 
doors,  biking,  serious  music,  hugs,  new  experiences. 
Seeking  openminded,  politically  aware,  mature,  non¬ 
smoking  man,  any  race,  with  similar  interests/traits  for 
companionship,  possibly  romance.  GCN  Box  302.  (40) 
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WOMONGATHERING! 

LIVING  A  WOMONIST  FUTURE  TODAY! 

WOMONGATHERING  is  local  and  nationally 
recognized  women  spiritual  leaders  reflecting  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  beliefs  known  as  Women’s  Spirituality.  This 
weekend  of  INTENSIVE,  EXPERIENTIAL, 
WORKSHOPS  is  held  at  a  scenic,  private  camp  near 
Oxford,  PA.  the  weekend  of  June  10-12th.  Superb 
recreational  facilities  include  an  Olympic  sized  pool  and 
lighted  tennis  courts.  The  crafts  area  showcases 
spiritually-oriented  woman-made  products  and  services 
including  crystals,  readers,  body  workers  and  herbalists. 
Indoor  hot  showers  and  flush  toilets,  dormitory  styled 
cabins  or  tenting  available.  $140  includes  all  workshops, 
activities,  housing  and  meals  for  the  weekend.  Write  for 
a  registration  brochure.  Campfest  Festivals, 
WOMONGATHERING,  RR3,  Box  185-W206, 
Franklinville,  NJ  09322,  or  call  Gloria  (609)  694-2037. 


June  10-12 
1988 
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BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost! 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□|  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x_ 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

C  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  wveks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeKS.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick  -up  box .  $4  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch1 
_ inches x $15  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip- 


Phone  L- 


Total  $ 


SERVICES 


PRIVATE  MAIL  ADDRESS 

Keep  your  name  and  address  confidential  while  cor¬ 
responding,  FREE  INFO:  H.M.C.  PO  BOX  741  Colo. 
Springs,  CO  80901 _ (40) 

TROUBLED  PEOPLE 

Even  after  you’re  out  you  may  still  feel  depressed,  con¬ 
fused,  lonely,  just  plain  miserable.  Psychotherapy  helps. 
Interview  the  therapist  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
MA,  Newton.  (617)964-2510.  (41) 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  *  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 


Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


491-4110 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


HELP  WANTED 

AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE  COMM. 

A  Quaker-based  peace  and  social  justice  organization,  is 
currently  seeking  two  staff:  Volunteer  Coordinator  for 
My  Sister's  Place,  homeless  women’s  advocacy  center 
(deadline:  ASAP)  —  10-12  month  position,  experience 
in  volunteer  coordination  and  development.  Executive 
Director,  New  England  Regional  Office  (deadline:  May 
2)  —  overall  administration  and  supervision.  Both  posi¬ 
tions  require  demonstrated  commitment  to  nonviolent 
social  change,  experience  working  with  diverse  groups 
including  communities  of  color,  experience  in  communi¬ 
ty  organizing.  Resumes  and  letters  of  interest  to  Phyllis 
Cohen,  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  2162 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02140;  (617)661-6130.  Af¬ 
firmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  People 
of  color,  women,  lesbian  and  gay  people,  people  with 
disabilities  and  ex-prisoners  especially  encouraged  to  ap- 
Pty; _ (40) 

DEVELOPMENT  ASSOCIATE 

Professional  fundraiser  to  assume  responsibility  for  all 
phases  of  development  activities  including:  membership 
drives,  annual  giving  campaigns  and  special  events. 
Salary  Range:  $18,000  -  $22,000  plus  health  benefits. 
Please  send  your  resume,  a  writing  sample,  and  two  pro¬ 
fessional  references  to  Rita  Addessa,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force,  1501 
Cherry  Street,  Phila.  PA  19102. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
Dictaphone  typing  (minimum  65  wpra),  word  process¬ 
ing,  data  entry  and  maintenance  as  well  as  routine  office 
operations.  Three  years  responsible  office  experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  range:  $14,000  -  $18,000  plus  health 
benefits.  Send  your  resume,  a  writing  sample  and  two 
professional  references  to  Rita  Addessa,  Executive 
Director,  1501  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia, 

PA  19102. _ (40) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Houseperson  wanted  -  clean  dependable.  Room,  salary, 
good  tips,  full-time.  Now  until  Nov.  30th.  Call  10:30  to 
7:30487-0094, _ (41) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

POSH  CHEAP  S.  END  DIGS 

GM  seeks  M/F  to  share  cozy  2-BR  on  quiet  street.  Must 
be  responsible,  neat,  communicative,  non-smoker  (the 
usual).  $300/mo.  plus  utilities.  Wired  for  two  phones. 
No  pets.  Available  6/1/88.  Please  leave  message  for 
David  at  482-6029.  _ _ (40) 

GF  share  4  bdrm  $350.00  mon.  no  pets,  smokers  ok, 
Marlboro.  Eff.  June  1st,  481-7632  -  Mary _ (41) 

L  F  2  dogs  3  cats  seek  LF  for  2  bedroom  in  Arlington. 
Near  T.  Washer  and  Dryer.  Laid  back  house.  No  cigs. 
No  more  pets.  $375  includes  utilities.  Pat  643-0231  eves. 
_ (41) 

GF  wanted  for  Medford  household.  Near  Tufts,  1  mile 
from  Davis  Square.  Quiet  street,  large  house,  on  the 
street  parking.  $215/mo  plus  utilities.  Avail.  5/15  or 
6/1.  Call  Rachel  395-8257. _ (40) 

3  LF/Bi’s  seek  4th  for  Porter  Square  apt.  We  have  1  cat; 
no  more  pets,  no  smoke,  min.  drugs  and  ale.  250  + .  Call 
491-4005 _ (40) 

LF  seeks  LF  or  BiF.  Lovely  Arlington  apartment,  con¬ 
venient  Rte.  2,  T.  Fresh  croissants  around  the  corner! 
Landlady  lives  downstairs  so,  unfortunately,  some 
discretion  necessary.  $275  heated.  Fredi  -  work  (days) 
576-6920. _ (40) 

JUMBO  SHRIMP? 

Young  prof.  LF  seeks  aware,  well-humored  queer  to 
join  up  for  2BR  6/1  or  later.  Cambridge-Arlington. 
Prefer  no  furries.  Irreverance  encouraged.  Susana, 
623-8386. _ (43) 

WATERTOWN 

LF  seeks  LF  30+  to  share  Ige  2Bdrm  apt  nr  Harv.  Sq. 
busline.  Nonsmkr,  pkg.,  laundry.  $375+  util  avail.  5/15 
h:923-0476  (Iv.  msg)  w:264-3290. _ (42) 

Lesbian  Feminist  and  two  cats  seek  roommate  to  share 
mobile  home  in  Southern  New  Hampshire  park.  Two 
bedroom,  central  air  conditioning,  outdoor  deck  with 
canopy,  minutes  to  93.  Must  be  non-smoker,  no  drugs, 
little  alcohol.  $300.  Availability  negotiable  —  Elaine, 

192  Bypass  28  —  Box  104,  Derry,  New  Hampshire, 

03038. _ (40) 

LF  FOR  HUGE  JP  APART. 

LF  looking  for  same  25  +  to  share  huge  J.P.  Apt.  W/D 
parking.  $400/mo.  Call  Janet  522-1720  incl.  utils  and 
heat  avail.  5/15/88. _ (40) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WOMEN’S  CRAF7SMARKET 

Join  us  in  support  of  women’s  culture,  Saturday  May  7th  1 1-5 
p.m.  Cambridge  YWCA.  7  Temple  St.  Central  Square  area. 
Wonderful  hand-made  crafts!  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Everyone  welcome! _ (41) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  tool).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr /week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

HELP  WANTED 

CLINICIANS  WANTED 

New  Gay  and  Lesbian  Out  Patient  alcohol  and 
substance  abuse  counseling  service  needs  PhD.’s, 
L.I.C.S.W.’s,  L.C.S.W.’sand  C.A.C’s  for  full  and  part 
time  positions.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Clinical 
Administrator,  Box  357,  105  Charles  St.  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ (41) 

PAINTERS 

Interior  and  exterior  painters  wanted  for  spring  and 
summer.  Experience  pref.  but  not  essential.  Call  Janet 
522-1720. _ («) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate’’  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469, 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Share  large  waterfront  house  in  Quincy,  w/d,  parking, 
large  yard,  near  T,  many  amenities,  $450.00.  Phone 
479-9361. _ (40) 

2F  IM  seek  F  roommate  for  large,  sunny  Belmont  apt. 
Near  Fresh  Pond,  I  block  to  bus.  Mixed,  semi-coop, 
relaxed,  clean,  considerate.  S240  +  ,  489-2867. _ (40) 

LF  29  seeks  2LF  25  +  to  share  spacious,  sunny  house  on 
quiet  street  near  Davis  T  and  buslines.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  maybe  share  food.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio.  I 
avail,  now,  I  May  or  June.  Summer  sublet  possible. 
Sorry  no  smoke  or  pets,  S270  +  ,  Sue  776-8405. _ (40) 

2  GM's  looking  for  third  to  share  large  7  rm  apart.  Dor¬ 
chester  near  Red  line  Ashmont.  Smokers,  cat,  avail. 
May  1st  300  month,  half  util.  Call  825-3998  after 
6pm. _ (40) 

LF,  27  and  GM,  24  seek  non-smoking,  vegetarian  LF, 
24  +  with  sense  of  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville  apart¬ 
ment.  Sorry,  no  more  cats.  Available  4/1,  295  + 
776-7909, _ (40) 

JP  SUMMER  SUBLET/FALL  OPTION 
Three  l.f.s  seeking  L.F.  25  +  to  share  beautiful  J.P.  apt. 
progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Summer/possible  fall 
option.  (6/1-8/31  negotiable).  Near  Pond,  arboretum, 
T.  No  smoking.  S192.50+  call  Beth  326-0400 
days/524-6209  nights. _ (40) 

April  and  May  sublet  —  2JF’s  sk  IF  for  veggie,  friendly, 
quiet,  independent  household.  Somerville,  close  to  T. 
623-8603. _ (40) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  We 
have  two  second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms. 
Our  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  cigarrette  and  furry  pet  free 
home  is  near  Davis  Square.  776-0303. _ (40) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (40) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

LF,  35,  grad  student,  seeks  living  situation  with  LF’s  for  Fall. 
Needs  to  be  near  "T.”  Likes  wide  range  of  people.  Call 
782-2731.  (40) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 

WANTED:  P'TOWN  RENTAL  OR  SHARE 

GM  non-smoker,  32  seeks  inexpensive  P’town/N.  Truro 
rental  or  share  from  mid-August  to  Labor  Day.  Call 
Michael  at  (212)  222-5744, _ (41) 


APARTMENTS 

READING  3  ROOM  APARTMENT 

Available  5/1.  $450  plus  utilities.  Off  street  parking.  Handy 
location,  2  Vi  blocks  from  railroad  depot  and  one  block  from 
Reading  Square.  Excellent  train  transportation  to  Boston. 
Last  train  from  Boston  11:59pm.  No  pets.  Security  deposit. 
Call  evenings  9-1 1  944-8412. _ (40) 


VACATIONS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  only  Lesbian  owned  &  operated  guest 
house/farm.  Special  Spring  offer,  3  nights  for  price  of  2. 
Horseback  riding,  baby  goats,  gorgeous  views,  privacy. 
Call  (802)  533-7772, _ (43) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN 

Large,  lovely  rooms,  private  baths,  Continental 
breakfast,  separate  outside  entrances,  free  parking, 
common  room  with  TV/VCR.  Open  year  'round.  Steps 
from  Bay  Beach.  Women  owned  and  operated.  Lady 
Jane’s  Inn,  7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)487-3387. _ (42) 

Provincetown’s  Watership  Inn:  Charming  guest  house 
near  beach  and  center  of  gay  resort.  Free  continental 
breakfast  and  parking.  Brochure  Box  918  Pro- 
vincelown,  MA,  02657.  (617)487-0094. _ (46) 

OGUNQUIT  MAINE  -  THE  HERITAGE 
Walk  to  the  beach.  New  Victorian  bed  and  breakfast. 
Non-smoking,  recoverers  welcome  —  reasonable.  PO 
Box  1295,  Ogunquit,  Maine,  03907, _ (39.41.43) 

DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn ,  PO 
Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers. _ (16.7) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)321-4254. _ _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BIUTIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited 


CHILTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 


An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 


Michael 

787-0428 


Our  1 0th  Year  Anniversary 


Kitty 

282-6437 


ORGANIZATIONS 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_  _ (16.1) 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  DeptGCN,  33W  17th St.  NY,  NY.IOOII. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 

lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  4263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 


Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom-  ' 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


MOYERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 522-M24 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 


No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
-  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
’  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


STUFF  THE  NEWS! 

GCN  needs  volunteers  to  stuff  and  label  the 
paper  for  its  subscribers  world-wide.  Come  by 
anytime  Friday  evenings  between  3  and  9pm. 
Join  the  party ,  meet  new  friends. 

Catered  by  Downtown  Cafe  and  Berkeley  Pizza. 

GCN  AT  62  BERKELEY  STREET,  BOSTON 
BETWEEN  ARLINGTON  AND  BACK  BAY  T  STOPS 
CALL  426-4469  FOR  MORE  INFO 


a  Prisoners 
I  Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


POETS  &  ARTISTS!!! 

GCN  does  a  prisoner  poetry  and  draw¬ 
ing  centerspread  each  year  in  the  summer 
or  fall.  If  you  want  to  submit  some  of  your 
poems  or  drawings,  PLEASE  DO!  (thanks) 


24  yr  old  male  interested  in  making  contact  with 
a  gay  man.  I’ve  never  had  any  gay  relations  and 
wouldlike  to  meet  a  man  who  would  be  willing 
to  educate  me.  1  am  physically  fit,  enjoy 
reading,  music,  cooking  and  the  outdoors.  Ran¬ 
dy  BRYNER,  Drawer  K,  D-7649,  Dallas  PA 
18612. 


Black  male,  loves  swimming,  biking  and  good 

rock  concerts  looking  to  meet  a  lover  that  wants 
a  long  lasting  relationship  and  practices  safe 
sex.  Wayne  GARRETT,  48771,  Box  538,  Jef- 
ferson  City  MO  65102. 


Bi-male  looking  for  correspondence  and 

more  with  male/female  friends.  A 
very  romantic,  very  monogamous.  Will 
answer  all  who  write.  P.A.  CARISTO,  26321, 
Box  1059-1 BG,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87504 


possibly 
libra,  vei 


Hot?  Hung?  Horny?  This  educated  inmate  is 

ready  to  please.  Complete  freedom  comes  in 
August  and  am  willing  to  relocate  for  the  right 
man.  Charles  SKINNER,  36286,  Box  2800,  Lin¬ 
coln  NE  68502. 


They  have  moved  me  (Jim  MAGNER).  I  miss 

my  penpals  and  the  GCN!!  Please  re-route 
them.  They  have  changed  my  diagnosis  from 
ARC  to  AIDS.  And  I’m  still  a  pre-trial  inmate 
not  yet  gone  to  trial;  not  enough  room  in 
Georgia  prison].  They  didn’t  let  me  have  my  ad¬ 
dress  book  when  they  moved  me  so  I  don’t  have 
my  penpals’  addresses.  Please  write.  Jimmy 
MAGNER,  38670-019,  Box  4000,  Springfield, 
MO  65802. 


I  am  Cuban,  28,  black  hair  and  eyes,  and  very 
sexy.  Please  write  me  to  be  friends.  They  call  me 
“China”.  Jesus  MIRANDA,  490424  (345), 
1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956 


I  would  like  to  place  a  penpal  ad.  I’ve  been  here 
for  11  years,  4  to  go,  and  I’m  41  now.  Over  the 
years  in  prison  I  lost  all  contact  and  in  truth  I’m 
scared  of  the  free  world.  All  I  know  is  prison 
life.  (Sorry).  I  would  like  to  meet  a  fern  gay  man 
or  TV/TS  to  befriend.  I  write  poetry,  sing,  have 
a  degree  in  Welding  Technology,  with  interests 
in  sociology,  witchcraft  and  art.  Terry  DRAKE, 
14162,  Box  28,  Pendleton  IN  46064. 


Light  complexion  Black  male,  curly  wavy  hair, 

Scorpio,  very  romantic,  into  sports,  books, 
fashions.  Not  looking  for  money,  only  friend¬ 
ship.  Race  doesn’t  matter,  only  your  mind. 
Justin  BLACK,  Y-9831,  Dallas  PA  18612. 


ing  penpal.  I  like  camping, 
fishing,  and  nature  hikes.  I  also  like  to  cuddle. 
Bruce  KNAVEL,  86C  1128,  Box  367-B,  Dan- 
nemora  NY  12929. 


pc 

TS,  TV,  and  she-males.  Sulka,  where  are  you?  I 
seek  only  friendship  that  might  develop  into 
something  more.  I  enjoy  reading,  writing,  and 
romantic  settings.  Please  respond  with  sincerity 
because  my  environment  gives  me  all  the  deceit 
I  can  deal  with.  Lionel  COQMARD,  076023 
(426),  PO  Drawer  1072,  Arcadia  FL  33821 


BOOKS  FOR  WOMEN! 

We  are  an  anti-authoritarian  workers  collective 
and  we  offer  FREE  books  to  women  in  prison. 
We  also  accept  donations  of  books  or  money 
from  non-prisoners.  Write:  Books  For  Prisoners, 
Left  Bank  Books,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle  WA 
98101.  -m— wv- 


1  am  a  black  woman.  I  love  to  dance  and  knit, 
to  go  to  the  movies  and  to  sit  in  the  sun.  Please 
send  me  your  newspaper  while  I  am  here  and 
your  penpal  book.  Thank  you.  Sharon  DIXON, 
161125  (472),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024. 


Just  loved  the  ad,  C.  J. . . 
for  it!  Deb 


Maybe  it’ll  work.  Go 


Single  gay  female  seeking  a  reliable  penpal.  I 
enjoy  swimming,  chess,  music  and  poetry.  I’ll 
answer  all  mail.  Inez  HOGAN,  #20,  PO  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I’m  an  artist  and  write  poems.  I’m  looking  for 
that  special  woman.  Age  has  no  meaning.  I’m 
French  and  Italian.  I’m  not  into  role  playing. 
Amber  HARTFORD,  Box  7007,  Carson  City 
NV  897021 - ^ 


I  was  very  happy  to  find  your  address  from  a 
friend  here.  I’m  a  Black  male,  28,  and  very  in 
terested  in  writing  to  someone.  Also  in  receiving 
some  books  on  gay  people,  race  relations  and 
spy  stuff.  Stay  strong  and  sweet  too!  Robert 
JOHNSON,  123451  K-163,  1000  St.  Clair  Rd 
Springville  AL  35146. 


Your  newspaper  has  helped  me  to  look  at  all  the 
other  ‘brothers  and  sisters’  all  around  the  world 
as  well  as  taught  about  the  world  conditions 
around  us.  That’s  a  good  way  to  learn,  if  you’re 
still  green  behind  the  ears  like  me!  I  would  like  a 
penfriend,  not  for  financial  support  or 
headgames,  but  just  for  a  caring  conversation 
Jeff  (‘Hershey’)  HERSHBERGER,  208211, 
Box  B,  Anamosa  I A  52205. 


I’m  a  prisoner  in  NY  state  who  wishes  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  TVs  and  TSs  in  the  outside  world. 
I’m  also  interested  getting  GCN.  I’m  a  very 
handsome  Italian.  Will  send  photo.  Robert 
ESPOSITO,  85A  1378,  Box  500,  Elmira  NY 
14902 


I  go  by  ‘Nancy’.  I’m  a  very  sexy  Black  Cuban 
Next  time  when  1  have  my  colored  pencils  I  will 
do  a  better  drawing  for  you  [this  written  next  to 
a  gorgeous  drawing  of  some  flowers  in  2 
colors].  I  have  Cuban  sugar  in  all  my  body!  I 
hope  to  find  a  friend  to  write  to.  Pedro  HER¬ 
NANDEZ,  088998  (941),  1150  SW  Allapattah 
Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 


I’ve  been  here  for  some  years  now  and  feel  like  I 
have  years  of  love  bottled  up  inside  me  looking 
for  freedom.  I’m  looking  for  someone  I  can 
relate  to  out  there.  I  enjoy  reading  mysteries 
and  writing  letters.  Hopefully  there  is  someone 
out  there  to  share  some  fun  letters  with.  Jeffrey 
L.  DANIELS,  Rt  1  Box  36,  Jackson  NC  27845. 


Gay  male,  very  athletically  inclined  (handball, 
softball,  greco-roman  and  freestyle  wrestling) 
and  openminded  and  would  enjoy  correspon¬ 
ding  immensely.  Race  is  unimportant.  Please 
send  photo  if  you  can.  Robert  S.  DUKE,  200  S. 
Sutherland  Ave,  Monroe  NC  28110. 


Hi!  Young  looking  30  yr  old  dominator,  but 
might  bend  (flexible)  for  the  right  person.  I‘m 
all  the  man  you’ve  yet  to  discover.  Write  to  Jeff 
WINTERS,  A-51369,  Box  300,  Vienna  IL 
62995. 


I  was  allowed  to  read  the  GCN  for  the  first  time 
today  and  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
say  that  if  all  publications  was  as  honest  people 
would  be  better  informed.  I  am  very  much  in¬ 
terested  in  having  someone  on  the  outside  to 
write  to  me.  I’m  a  bisexual,  33,  looking  for  a 
friend.  Walter  STARKS,  PO  Box  4431  (B-l), 
Reidsville^^^WjW^^ 


vtrv 
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Need  a  licensed 
carpenter-builder? 


•  We  do  restaurants,  stores,  offices,  homes 
•  Building  or  renovation 
•  Unusual  architecture  to  the  ordinary  & 
cosmetique 

•  Concrete  to  elegant  finish 

•  Decks,  stairs,  baths,  etc. 

CALL  RICHARD  769-6974 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Confused,  Anxious, 

Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 

Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 
321  Columbus  Ave. 

5th  Floor,  Boston  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGITAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catenng 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av, 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Surte  333 
45  Newbury  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 

266  8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID,  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

18615  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St, 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 !/:  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
8768438 

DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
2668122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly.  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Bo*  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
7.20  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat„  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID  S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sea. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  8  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plata 
482  2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 


26  Tuesday  □  Before  Stonewall  at  Tufts  University,  7:30pm. 


I  SUNDAY 

Continued  from  page  1 5 


TO  7  SATURDAY 


Cambridge  □  The  Women’s  School  presents  “Where 
Are  the  Women  in  Your  Family  Tree?”  The 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  lOam-lpm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807, 

May  I  Sunday 

Amherst  □  “AIDS:  Woman  to  Woman  Transmis¬ 
sion:  the  Myths  and  Realities.”  Workshop  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Hampshire  College  Women’s  Center. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Hampshire  College,  Franklin  Pat¬ 
terson  Hall,  East  Lecture  Rm.  2-5pm.  Info:  (413)549-4600 
x540. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  sponsors  a  mid-day 
sleep-in  at  Michael  Dukakis’  house  at  85  Perry  Street, 
Brookline.  Protest  alleged  lack  of  space  and  care  providers 
in  Boston  hospitals.  2pm.  Part  of  the  ACT  NOW  week  of 
actions.  Call  49-ACT  UP  for  further  information. 

Boston  □  Moliendo  Vidrio,  a  band  from  Puerto  Rico, 
performs  in  homage  to  mothers  and  Puerto  Rican  women. 
Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave.  7pm.  $12  in 
advance,  $15  at  door.  Info:  524-7002. 

2  Monday 

Boston  □  Names  Project  quilting  bee.  See  4/28  listing. 

Boston  □  New  England  War  Tax  Resistance  Clinic. 

First  Monday  of  every  month.  Community  Church,  565 
Boylston  St.,  3rd  floor.  7-9pm.  Info:  731-6139. 

3  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 

annual  meeting.  Election  of  new  officers.  Piemonte  Rm., 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  John 
266-2069. 

4  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Names  Project  —  New  England  meets  to 

plan  quilt's  Boston  visit  (June  16-19)  and  to  coordinate 
making  of  new  panels.  Piemonte  Rm.,  City  Hall,  Congress 
St.  Entrance.  7pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  ACT-NOW’s  national  Spring  week  of  ac¬ 
tions  continues  with  ’’Video  works  on  AIDS.”  Nor¬ 
theastern  U.,  360  Huntington  Ave.  7pm.  Info:  661-7737. 

5  Thursday 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801 .  Boston  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Cambridge  □  Lecture  on  “Feminism,  Reproductive 
Technologies  and  the  Social  Control  of  Women.” 

M.l.T.  Rm.  66-360.  4pm.  Free.  Info:  253-8844. 


6  Friday 

Boston  □  Positive  Directions:  peer-led  HIV  +  con¬ 
fidential  support  group  meets.  (Also  5/6.)  7:30pm.  Info: 
787-8870  (leave  message). 

Dorchester  □  Queen  Ida  and  the  Bon  Temps 
Zydecko  Band.  Strand  Theatre,  543  Columbia  Rd.  8pm. 
$15.  $12.50.  Info:  282-8000. 

Boston  □  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Auction  '88.  Lenox  Hotel,  710  Boylston  St. 
7:30pm.  $5.  Info:  661-3661,  265-0348. 

Boston  □  Celebrate  the  15th  anniversary  of  Olivia 
Records  at  a  reception  and  fundraiser.  Rooftop  Ballroom, 
The  Parker  House.  Performances  by  Cris  Williamson, 
Lucie  Blue  Tremblay,  Tret  Fure,  Dianne  Davidson,  and 
Nancy  Vogl.  8- 1 0pm.  $50.  Info:  661-1252. 

Cambridge  □  "Sensuous  Strokes,"  erotic  lesbian 
poetry  reading.  Womyn-only  event.  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  ACT -NOW’s  national  Spring  week  of  ac¬ 
tions  continues  with  a  demonstration  sponsored  by  MASS 
ACT  OUT  at  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  to 
protest  insurance  company  discrimination.  501  Boylston 
St.  Noon.  Info:  661-7737. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  shabbat  service  and  oneg 

Please  bring  something  sweet  to  share.  Workmen’s  Circle, 
1762  Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  □  ACT-NOW’s  national  Spring  week  of  ac¬ 
tions  culminates  with  a  march  and  demonstration  to 

unite  all  sectors  of  society  hit  by  the  AIDS  crisis.  Music, 
speakers,  entertainment.  Meet  at  City  Hall  Plaza,  follow 
Freedom  Trail  through  Faneuil  Hall  and  Downtown  Cross¬ 
ing  to  the  Common.  I  pm.  Info:  MASS  ACT  OUT, 
661-7737. 

Boston  □  Boston  N.O.W.  holds  a  rally,  “Rights 
Before  Roses.”  Rally  for  affordable  childcare,  parental 
leave,  reproductive  rights,  parenting  rights  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Boston  Common  bandstand.  Ipm.  Info: 
782-1056. 

Boston  □  Workshop  on  “Handling  Visits,  Vacations 

and  Family  Events.”  With  Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW. 
I0am-4pm.  $55.  Info:  876-2113. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Crafts  market  at  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  YWCA.  Wonderful  crafts!  Wheelchair  accessible. 

I  l-5pm.  7  Temple  Street,  Central  Square  area. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 
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23  Saturday 


Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and  stories 
of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis  every 
Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater  music  piece  based 
on  the  workshop  material.  No  performance  experience 
necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 

presents  "Stepping  Out,"  a  dance  concert.  Dance  to 
waltzes,  polkas,  Latin  music,  and  Big  Band  sounds  of  the 
Freedom  Trail  Band,  and  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Swing 
Band,  "Cheek  to  Cheek.”  Lessons  provided.  Creative 
footwear  encouraged.  Alcohol-free,  refreshments  served. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 1 2.  $6  in  advance,  $8  at 
door.  Info:  327-9853. 

Cambridge  □  CMAC  presents  “The  Composers’ 
Collective.”  Cambridge  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  41 
Second  St.  8pm.  $8  general,  $6  student/senior.  Info: 
577-1400. 

24  Sunday 

-  •»<;  ,r.»  * 

Cambridge  □  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  Jewish  lesbian 
potluck  brunch  and  ongoing  group.  Info:  Tovah  864-5257, 
Susan  364-9172. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9: 30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 
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SATURDAY  TO  30  SATURf 

6  Friday  and  7  Sunday  □  Celebrate  Olivia  Records’ 
15th  anniversary.  See  opposite  page. 


25  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  "Looking  for  Ms. 
Right."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

26  T uesday 

Medford  □  “Before  Stonewall,”  a  film  about  gay  men 
and  lesbians  before  the  1969  riots.  Tufts  University,  Bar- 
num  104.  7:30pm.  Free. 

Boston  □  “I  Got  a  Name,”  a  cabaret  to  benefit  the 
Names  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  With  special 
surprise  guests.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  9pm. 
$15.  Info:  451-9003,  536-0972. 

27  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Names  Project  quilting  bee  sponsored  by 
Dignity.  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  Info:  451-9003. 


Boston  □  Names  Project  quilting  bee.  Upcoming 
quilting  bees:  May  2,  12,  19,  26.  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Boylston  St.  entrance.  6-9pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Boston  Chapter  of  the  Lambda  Car  Club 

meets.  All  who  own  or  enjoy  vintage,  classic,  or  high  per¬ 
formance  vehicles  are  welcome.  Info:  424-7754. 

Boston  □  Jazz  vocalist  Henrietta  Robinson  will  appear 
with  Molly  Ruggles  and  Ann  Wagner.  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  9:30-1 1:30pm.  Info:  423-7730. 

29  Friday 

Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  every  Friday.  Santa 
Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  TremontSt.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Boston  □  Positive  Directions:  peer-led  HIV  +  con¬ 
fidential  support  group  meets.  (Also  5/6.)  7:30pm.  Info: 
787-8870  (leave  message). 


Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive,  PWA’s, 
PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well.  Open  to 
all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV  status.  51 
Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Boston  □  Boston  9to5  hosts  a  Get-Together  for  Pay 
Equity  Activists  and  Friends.  Old  South  Church, 
Copley  Sq.  5:30-7:30pm.  $2.  Info:  348-2970. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  coffeehouse  with  Sue  Krantz, 
folksinger.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-l2. 
Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

IflKUiurmA  ■ 

Boston  □  ACT-NOW’s  national  Spring  week  of  ac¬ 
tions  confronting  the  AIDS  epidemic  begins  with  a 
demonstration  at  the  Dukakis  campaign  headquarters.  105 
Chauncy  St.  4pm.  Info:  661-7737.  Sponsored  locally  by 
MASS  ACT  OUT. 

Boston  □  “A  Dance  for  Equality”  sponsored  by  the 
Boston  University  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance  and  other  B.U. 
minority  organizations.  George  Sherman  Union  basement, 
775  Commonwealth  Ave.  9pm- 1  am.  $4.  Info:  353-9808. 


Boston  □  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians  service,  “Music,  Creativity,  and  Power.”  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church.  Service  at  7pm,  music  at  6:30pm.  Info: 
547-5209. 

Watertown  □  GLOW :  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 
monthly  potluck.  Newcomers  invited.  7pm.  Info: 
489-2519. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  Disc  Party/‘T-Dance.’ 
1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St.  6- 1 0pm.  $2. 

Cambridge  □  Attica,  a  film  about  the  1971  prisoner 
rebellion,  to  benefit  the  Prison  Book  Program  and  GCN's 
Prisoner  Project.  With  "Attica,  1 971... Massachusetts, 
1988,"  a  talk  by  Linda  Thurston,  National  Peoples  of  Col¬ 
or  Task  Force  on  Criminal  Justice  &  Justice  Program, 
AFSC.  Refreshments  served.  First  Congregational  Church 
on  Cambridge  Common.  7:30pm.  $5  more  if/less  if.  Info: 
Mike  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Ionian  Society  sponsors  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Greek  Dance.  Traditional  Greek  and  disco  dancing. 
Greek  appetizers.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
7-1 1  pm.  $5.  Info:  628-8592. 

Boston  □  ADODI/Boston  Black  Gay  Men's  Support 

Group  meets  for  discussion  in  the  South  End.  3-6pm.  In¬ 
fo:  David  451-6872,  Charles  884-2478. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  International  Support 
Network  brunch.  All  foreign  women  welcome.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  performs.  ASL  in¬ 
terpreted.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Symphony  Hall,  301 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  All  seats  reserved,  $I2/$I5.  Info: 
(202)483-1010. 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice  special  guest  Rosayln 
Bruyere,  founder  of  the  Healing  Light  Center  Church, 
discusses  spiritual  approaches  to  healing.  WROR  98.5FM. 
12:30am  (Monday  morning). 


Cambridge  □  “The  Politics  of  Incest:  Feminism, 
Child  Sexual  Abuse,  and  the  Media,”  a  forum  in¬ 
vestigating  the  role  the  media  plays  in  promoting  myths 
about  incest.  ASL-interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible.  Bar- 
tos  Theater,  The  Weisner  Building,  20  Ames  St.,  lower 
level,  M.l.T.  7pm.  Free.  Info:  253-8844. 

28  Thursday 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801 ,  Boston  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-21 13. 


Cambridge  □  Black  Rose  Lectures  sponsors  a  talk  by 
Beverly  Woodward  and  Feyodor  Finkel  entitled 
"Underground  in  the  East:  Independent  Peace  and  Labor 
Movements  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  USSR.”  M.l.T. 
room  9-150,  105  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Free.  Info:  524-0781. 

Waltham  □  Las  Vegas  Night  to  raise  funds  for  The 
Support  Committee  for  Battered  Women.  Quality  Inn, 
Totten  Pond  Rd.  7:30pm- 1 2.  $2.  Info:  891-0724. 

Northampton  □  Storyteller  Anastacia  Gourley  presents 
“Women’s  Myths,  Women’s  Lives.”  Storytelling  and 
discussion  of  folklore  perspectives.  People's  Institute,  38 
Gothic  St.  7-9pm.  $8  at  door.  Info:  268-7854. 


30  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Dance  Party  and  Talent  Auction  to 

benefit  the  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Alcohol-  and  smoke-free.  Men 
welcome.  Ticknor  Lounge,  Boylston  Hall,  Harvard  Yard. 
7pm.  $3.  Info:  247-6683. 

Boston  □  Boston  9to5  workshop:  "Working  Parents’ 
Survival  Kit:  How  to  Get  Your  Employer  to  Pro¬ 
vide  Support  for  Child  Care.”  Childcare  available. 
UMass/Boston  Downtown  campus,  Park  Sq. 
9:30am- 1 2:30pm.  $5.  Info:  348-2970. 

Boston  □  “Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group  Sen¬ 
sual  Massage”  for  gay  and  bisexual  men,  led  by  Mykolas 
Hazen.  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  522-9164. 

Boston  □  ACT-NOW’s  national  Spring  week  of  ac¬ 
tions  continues  with  "God  Save  the  Queens,"  a 
demonstration  in  soidarity  with  British  lesbians  and  gay 
men  against  Clause  29  at  the  British  Consul  General’s 
house  on  Beacon  Hill.  2pm.  Sponsored  by  MASS  ACT 
OUT.  Call  for  exact  location:  661-7737. 

Dorchester  □  Women’s  Words:  "Overcoming 
Writer's  Block,"  day-long  workshop  facilitated  by  Beth 
Hodges.  Slide  show  by  Maida  Tilchen.  Potluck  dinner.  In¬ 
fo:  Beth  288-6384. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  See 

4/23  listing.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Cambridge  □  Zero  Moving  Company  presents  "An 
Evening  of  Solos  and  Duets."  Joy  of  Movement  Studio 
Theater,  536  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $10.  Info:  492-7578. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  United  Fruit  Company  presents  “I 
Am  What  I  Wear."  Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays 
through  5/22.  Eliot  Hall,  6  Eliot  St.  8pm.  $5,  $8,  $10,  $20. 
Info:  547-7728. 


24  Sunday  □  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock.  Symphony  Hall,  8pm. 


Continued  on  page  14 
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Jessye  Norman,  soprano.  Geoffrey  Parsons, 
piano.  At  Symphony  Hall.  Presented  by  the  Wang 
Celebrity  Series.  March  18. 


By  Michael  Bronski 

There  is  a  story  —  undoubtedly 
apocryphal  —  that  has  been  cir¬ 
culating  on  the  gay  (and  straight) 
classical  music  circuit  over  the  past  year  or 
so:  Jessye  Norman  and  Kathleen  Battle,  two 
of  North  America’s  most  dynamic  and 
elegant  Black  sopranos,  are  sitting 
backstage  in  London  waiting  to  go  on.  Bat¬ 
tle  is  perusing  an  English  tabloid  and  reads 
aloud  a  paragraph  labeling  her  “the  Black 
American  soprano.”  She  looks  up,  an¬ 
noyed,  and  says,  “I  hate  it  when  they  say 
that.”  Jessye  turns  to  her  and  benignly  says, 
“Well,  my  dear.  Someone  had  to  tell  you.” 

The  story  is,  of  course,  racist  in  its 
assumption  that  both  of  these  performers  — 
with  their  repertoire  of  Bach,  Mozart, 
Strauss,  Schubert  and 

fYlflflCIA  Brahms>  their 

llllISlV  '  gracious  stage 
1  1H  presence  and  their 
truly  international  appeal  —  are  attempting 
to  deny  their  racial  identity.  (Similarly,  an 
interview  with  Norman  in  the  New  York 
Times  a  year  ago  referred  to  her 
“outrageously  affected”  British  accent. 
And  while  this  speech  pattern  is  probably 
not  the  one  she  grew  up  with  —  she  was  born 
in  Georgia  —  the  comment  is  obviously 
snide.)  But  beneath  its  glib  assumptions,  the 
Norman/Battle  story  conveys  the  kernel  of 
truth  that  many  audience  members  —  cer¬ 
tainly  many  white  audience  members  — 
have  a  hard  time  conceptualizing  a  Black 
American  woman  performer  who  sings 
classical  music.  As  diverse  as  are  singers 
Tina  Turner,  Whitney  Houston,  Nina 
Simone,  Odetta,  Sarah  Vaughn  and  Eartha 
Kitt,  they  all  have  roots  in  a  Black  American 
musical  tradition. 

Watching  Jessye  Norman  at  Symphony 
Hall  in  late  March  was  a  dazzling  ex¬ 
perience.  She  was,  as  usual,  in  magnificent 
voice:  full  and  deep  while  at  the  same  time 
light  and  effortless.  As  she  stands  on  stage, 
dressed  in  a  full  length  evening  gown  of  pur¬ 
ple  moire  velvet  with  a  large  swatch  of  multi- 


Diva  delight 

Soprano  Jessye  Norman  illuminates  both  Symphony  Hall 
and  the  complexities  of  being  a  Black  Diva 


Jessye  Norman 

colored  quilted  material  that  ran  across  the 
back,  you  could  feel  her  in  every  part  of  the 
hall.  After  receiving  a  standing  ovation  she 
performed  three  encores:  a  small  German 
song,  the  beautiful  “Mon  coeur  s’ouvre  a  ta 
voix”  from  Saint-Saens’  Samson  and 
Delilah  (jazz  enthusiasts  may  recognize  the 
song  from  Nina  Simone’s  piano  version  on 
Nina  at  Carnegie  Hall)  and  what  has  become 
her  final  signature  song  “He’s  Got  the 
Whole  World  in  His  Hands.” 

But  attending  the  musical  evening  made 


me  think  all  the  more  about  what  a  difficult 
position  most  Black  opera  singers,  or 
classical  performers,  must  find  themselves 
in.  Although  some  of  the  most  famous  con¬ 
temporary  women  opera  singers  are  Black 

—  Roberta  Alexander,  Jessye  Norman, 
Kathleen  Battle,  Barbara  Hendricks,  Sarah 
Reese,  Martina  Arroyo,  Christiane  Eda- 
Pierre,  Leona  Mitchell,  Gwendolyn  Bradley 

—  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  color 
line  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  was  broken 
just  over  30  years  ago  when  Marian  Ander¬ 


son,  who  was  well  into  her  career  and  world 
famous,  sang  the  role  of  Ulrica,  a  witch,  in 
Verdi’s  Un  Ballo  in  Maschera  in  1955.  Since 
that  time  such  singers  as  Leontyne  Price, 
Shirley  Verrett,  and  Grace  Bumbrey  have 
made  international  careers. 

It  is  impossible  —  given  this  history  —  for 
the  presence  of  Black  opera  singers  not  to  be 
political.  In  1939  Anderson  was  denied  the 
use  of  Constitution  Hall  in  Washington 
D.C.  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  First  Lady  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
resigned  from  the  organization  and  arrang¬ 
ed  for  Anderson  to  perform  a  free,  open  air 
concert  at  the  Lincoln  Memorial.  And 
although  most  Black  women  performing  in 
opera  today  report  that  there  is  a  minimum 
of  prejudice  against  them  (although  there 
still  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  against  Black 
male  opera  singers)  it  would  be  difficult  to 
deny  that  it  exists. 

I  imagine  that  it  feels  at  least  somewhat 
schizophrenic  for  Black  singers  to  perform 
in  a  repertory  of  mostly  white  characters. 
With  the  right  voice  a  40-year-old  woman 
can  actually  become  the  15-year-old 
Madama  Butterfly.  And  it  is  presumed  that 
race  goes  through  the  same  transforma¬ 
tions.  But  to  what  extent  can  Jessye  Norman 
become  Queen  Dido  in  Berlioz’s  Les 
Troyensl  The  bottom  line  is  that  both  the 
singer  and  the  audience  have  to  think  about, 
and  contend  with,  the  realities  of  race. 

A  reader  of  press  materials  on  Jessye  Nor- 
s  man,  her  program  notes,  or  even  record 
M  covers  might  never  reveal  that  she  is  Black. 
I  And  the  impression  you  come  away  with  is 
5  that  she  is  above  race,  or  at  least  to  the  side 
of  it.  Yet  in  an  interview  in  the  March  1988 
Ebony  Norman  speaks  about  having  to  ride 
segregated  trains  and  covering  her  ears  every 
time  she  had  to  listen  to  a  rendition  of  “Dix¬ 
ie”  in  school.  There  must  be  pressure  to 
“prove”  oneself  in  the  classical  field  if  one 
is  to  overcome  the  racial  stereotypes  of  pro¬ 
ducers  and  audiences.  White  mezzo- 
soprano  Marilyn  Horne  allows  herself  to  go 
on  TV  talk  shows  and  chat  about  her  pas¬ 
sion  for  baseball.  Hell,  she  even  appeared 
on  the  sit -com  The  Odd  Couple  as  a  favor  to 
her  friend  Tony  Randall.  But  it  would  be 

Continued  on  page  7 


•4i 


Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company 

Three  plays  by  Harvey  Fierstein,  Directed  by  Steven  O’Donnell 

May  12,13,14,19,20,21,26,27,28  and  June  2,3,4 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  7:30  p.m.  For  tickets  and 
information  call  426-3550 


OLIVIA  RECORDS’ 

15  th  Anniversary  Concert 


with 


CRTS  WILLIAMSON 

•  LUCIE  BLUE  TREMBLAY  • 
TRET  FURE  •  NANCY  VOGL 
•  DIANNE  DAVIDSON  • 
DEIDRE  McCALLA 

Saturday,  May  7 

at  Berklee  Performance  Center  5  &  9  PM 

FolkTree  Ticket  Outlets:  Berklee  Performance  Center  Box  Office  • 

All  Strawberries  Record  Stores  •  Out  of  Town  Tickets,  Harvard 
Square  •  Cambridge  Natural  Foods  •  Arborway  Video,  Jamaica 
Plain  •  All  Ticketron  outlets  •  Teletron  by  calling  1-800-382-8080  • 

Bostix  at  Fanueil  Hall,  Boston. 


For  tickets  and  information: 


